3oo/# 


nniversary 

of  the 

FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

NATICKj  MASSACHUSETTS 
♦ 

I65I  "  1951 


This  booklet  is  here  dedicated  to  the  hundreds  of  men 
and  women  whose  unselfish  service  and  active  work  have 
made  the  Church  what  it  is  today.  By  giving  of  their  time 
and  their  energy  and  their  hearts ,  they  have  truly  served 
God  through  His  church  in  Natick. 
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FOREWORD 

"T)ubushed  on  the  occasion  of  the  jooth  anniversary  of  the 
*-  Church  and  of  the  town,  this  booklet  strives  to  narrate  briefly 
the  historical  highlights  of  these  eventful  years,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  present  a  portrait  of  the  Church  and  its  people  as  they  exist  today. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  of  Natick  has  a  right  to  be 
proud  of  the  word  "First."  It  is  the  oldest  organization  in  a  very 
old  town.  Throughout  this  chronicle  the  word  "church"  is  used  in 
the  old  tenor,  meaning  "body  of  worshipers  "  which  is  in  truth 
what  church  should  mean. 

Our  Church  has  met  in  seven  different  meeting  houses,  but  our 
continuity  of  worshipers  has  been  kept  from  the  time  of  John  Eliot 
to  the  present  day.  We  were  founded  as  a  church  in  1651,  but  the 
town  was  the  controlling  body  until  1802.  It  is  only  since  that  date 
that  we  have  had  a  separate  entity,  hence  it  can  be  said  that  we 
were  founded  in  1651  and  organized  in  1802. 

As  the  oldest  organization  in  this  town,  our  Church  has  carried 
out  well  the  responsibility  of  living  up  to  its  great  traditions,  and 
stands  today  as  a  constant  reminder  that  here,  as  always, 
hospitable  Christian  service  is  available  to  all. 


16  51  - 1 951 


OUR  CHURCH  BUILDING,  photographed  in  early  spring  of  1951. 
This,  our  seventh  meeting  house,  was  built  in  1875,  immediately  follow- 
ing the  great  Natick  fire  of  the  previous  year  which  destroyed  a  great 
portion  of  the  center,  including  the  Congregational  Church. 


Reverend  Paul  D.  Tiller 


A  Message 

from  the  Minister 


It  is  a  wonderful  privilege,  at  this 
point  in  a  long  succession  of  min- 
isters, to  be  on  duty  at  the  time  of 
the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  our  historic  Church. 

On  such  an  occasion  it  is  truly  fitting  that  we  express  our 
common  thanks  to  God  for  his  inspiration  and  guidance  through 
the  years.  And  I  join  with  you,  as  members  of  the  Church,  in 
paying  tribute  to  the  innumerable  Christian  workers  who  have 
served  this  Church  before  our  time. 

We  here  record  our  deep  appreciation  for  the  rich  heritage 
which  is  ours  in  this  Church,  and  for  the  noble  witness  which 
the  Church  has  borne  throughout  the  centuries  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  We  pray  that  we,  and  those  who  are  to  come  after 
us,  may  be  sincerely  devoted  to  the  building  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  in  the  lives  of  men  the  world  over. 

Paul  D.  Tiller 
Minister 


FORMER  MINISTERS 


The  Reverend  The  Reverend  The  Reverend  Dr. 

Frederick  W.  Alden  Alvin  C.  Bacon  Arthur  W.  Ackerman 

1939-1946  1923-1939  1912-1923 
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THREE    HUNDRED  YEARS 


I. 

John  Eliot,  the  Founder 

The  foundation  of  this  history  is  John  Eliot,  who  for  86  active 
and  vigorous  years  lived  a  life  so  interesting  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  believe  that  one  man  could  do  so  much. 

John  Eliot  was  born  in  Nazing,  England,  in  1603.  (Some  records 
claim  1604.)  His  pious  parents  provided  him  with  a  good  education, 
tor  he  attended  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  taking  his  A.B.  in  1623. 
He  came  to  Boston  on  the  ship  "Mary  Lion",  arriving  on  November  2, 
1 63 1.  In  November  1632  he  was  made  "Teacher  of  the  First  Church 
in  Roxbury."  According  to  the  custom  of  that  time,  the  church  had 
two  ministers,  one  the  pastor,  one  the  teacher.  He  evidently  was  made 
a  minister-preacher  the  next  year. 

Before  leaving  England,  Eliot  became  engaged  to  Ann  Mumford, 
who  waited  there  a  year  until  Eliot  became  settled  in  Roxbury.  Ann 
came  to  Boston,  where  she  and  Eliot  were  married,  and  until  she  died 
in  1687  she  was  his  constant  helper  in  his  great  work. 

Devotion  to  the  Indians 

John  Eliot  soon  became  deeply .  interested  in  the  Indians  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston,  and  in  1641  (when  38  years  old)  started  the  great 
task  of  learning  the  Indian  language. 

The  Indian  language,  or  really  dialect,  was  fabulously  complicated 
and  almost  hopeless,  as  words  often  ran  to  42  letters  in  length.  Eliot 
persevered,  and  after  two  years  of  study  he  was  able  to  converse  with 
the  Indians  in  their  own  language.  In  1647  Eliot  preached  a  sermon  to 
the  Indians  in  their  language,  with  the  Colonial  legislature  as  guests. 

Tradition,  often  unreliable,  says  that  the  Natick  Indians  once  lived 
in  Deerfield,  but  as  they  were  worn  out  with  struggling  with  a  superior, 
local  hostile  tribe,  they  came  near  Boston  to  be  under  English  pro- 
tection. The  Indians  lived  in  great  misery  and  were  neglected  and 
poor.  In  order  to  help  these  miserable  folk,  the  Massachusetts  legisla- 
ture passed  an  act  in  1646  "For  Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the 
Indians."  But  more  important,  the  Parliament  in  England  in  1649 
passed  the  incorporating  act  for  "The  Society  for  Propagating  the 
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Gospel  in  New  England."  These  two  societies  provided  funds  for 
salaries  of  missionaries,  and  the  wages  of  white  and  Indian  teachers. 

The  Search  for  Natick^  1630 

The  winter  of  1646  saw  Eliot  beginning  his  work  at  Nonantum. 
Luckily,  that  winter,  according  to  Eliot's  records,  was  totally  without 
snow  and  he  could  preach  in  the  open.  Nonantum  was  too  near  the 
white  settlements,  and  Eliot  feared  for  the  bad  influence  on  his  In- 
dians, so  he  began  to  look  for  a  quieter  locality.  He  rode  far  into  the 
then-wilderness  to  look  for  the  perfect  spot,  x^ccording  to  a  traditional 
story,  Eliot  rode  quite  a  distance,  then  dismounted  to  pray,  and  as 
he  prayed  his  Indian  guide  appeared  at  his  side  and  asked  what  he 
was  doing.  Eliot  told  the  Indian  what  he  was  looking  for,  and  the 
Indian  asked  Eliot  to  follow  him.  He  led  Eliot  to  a  spot  on  the  banks 
of  the  Charles  River.  "This  is  the  perfect  place."  Eliot  agreed  and 
decided  to  move  his  Indian  congregation  here.  Undoubtedly  this  trip 
was  taken  in  1650. 

This  location,  soon  to  be  known  as  Natick,  "the  place  of  hills,"  was 
ideal  for  a  new  settlement.  Gently  rolling  hills  protected  it  from  winter 
winds.  The  forests  were  composed  of  useful  woods:  walnut,  chestnut, 
elm,  maple,  birch,  pine,  hemlock,  spruce  and  oak.  Many  brooks 
drained  and  watered  the  soil.  Fish  were  abundant:  alewives,  shad, 
pickerel,  dace,  eels,  pout  and  perch  were  in  the  lakes  and  streams. 
The  woods  had  deer,  moose,  bear,  fox  and  otter  (and  wolves,  too). 
Truly  this  could  support  the  new  community. 

Early  Construction 

On  Eliot's  petition  the  land  on  the  banks  of  the  Charles  was  granted 
to  the  Indians,  probably  in  exchange  for  their  former  lands  in  Deer- 
field.  The  General  Court  approved  this  2000  acre  grant  (increased  to 
6000  acres  in  1658)  from  the  Town  of  Dedham.  Historians  claim  that 
the  old  footbridge  across  the  Charles  River  was  built  in  1650.  It  was 
the  first  construction  work  done  in  Natick  and  was  built  exactly  where 
the  stone  bridge  stands  today  in  South  Natick.  In  the  spring  of  1651 
three  streets  were  laid  out,  two  on  the  north  of  the  bridge,  one  on  the 
south  side,  and  house  lots  were  apportioned  to  each  Indian  family. 
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THE  PARSONAGE,  located  at  32  Florence  Street,  is  a  roomy  home 
purchased  from  the  Loker  family  in  1925. 

In  165 1  Eliot  and  his  Indians  built  their  "palisadoed  fort"  and  then 
the  first  meeting  house — a  combination  church,  dwelling  and  school. 
It  was  a  two  story  building  twenty-five  by  thirty  feet  (although  some 
early  chronicles  report  the  length  as  fifty  feet).  The  first  floor  was  for 
the  church  and  school  room;  the  second  floor  where  the  Indians  hung 
up  their  skins  had  a  corner  partitioned  off"  for  Eliot's  bedroom. 

The  First  Town  Government 

In  August  of  this  year  Eliot  called  the  Indians  together  to  form 
their  government,  Natick's  first.  They  chose  "a  ruler  of  one  hundred, 
then  two  rulers  of  fifty,  and  lastly  ten  rulers  of  ten."  Thomas  Waban, 
first  town  clerk,  was  one  of  the  rulers  of  fifty.  They  then  drew  up  their 
great  covenant  beginning  "we  give  ourselves  and  our  children  to  God, 
to  be  His  people." 

Eliot's  work  at  once  began  to  attract  attention,  and  as  early  as  165 1 
Governor  Endicott  visited  Natick  to  see  this  great  project.  The  gover- 
nor was  tremendously  impressed  and  wrote  in  his  diary,  "Truly  I 
account  this  one  of  the  best  journeys  I  have  made  these  many  years." 
In  1652  a  "great  assembly"  (really  an  Indian  revival  service)  was  held 
in  Natick.  Many  ministers  were  present  to  question  the  Indians 
through  interpreters.  Fifteen  Indians  were  converted.  It  was  in  1660 
that  the  First  Indian  Church  in  America  was  organized  here.  The 
records  of  1670  show  between  forty  and  fifty  Indian  church  members. 
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An  Act  of  Sacrifice 

It  was  probably  in  1660  that  Eliot  employed  the  Indian  named 
Sassamon  as  schoolmaster  at  Natick.  Sassamon,  a  convert  to  Chris- 
tianity, left  Natick  later  to  become  secretary  and  instructor  to  his 
chief,  Philip,  in  1662. 

When  Sassamon  learned  of  Philip's  warlike  plans,  he  went  to 
Plymouth  and  warned  the  English.  This  Christian  act  cost  him  his 
life,  for  he  was  soon  murdered  (1675).  Four  Indians  were  hanged  for 
this  crime. 

II. 

The  Indian  Bible,  1663 

John  eliot's  greatest  work  was  completed  in  1661  when  his  transla- 
tion of  the  New  Testament  into  the  Indian  language  was  com- 
pleted and  printed.  The  whole  Bible  was  completed  in  1663.  This  was 
printed  in  Cambridge  in  an  edition  of  1500  copies.  A  single  copy  of 
this  Bible  is  one  of  the  rarest  items  of  x^mericana,  and  would  bring  a 
huge  price.  In  1680  Eliot  revised  the  New  Testament,  and  the  Old 


THE  CHURCH  AUDITORIUM,  looking  up  the  center  aisle,  with 
the  pulpit  decked  in  lilies  for  Easter  Sunday  morning,  March  25,  1951. 
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Testament  in  1685,  when  an  edition  of  2000  copies  was  printed.  The 
second  edition,  too,  is  a  rare  item,  and  only  one  copy  is  owned  locally. 

Difficulty  of  Translation 

One  can  hardly  imagine  what  a  stupendous  task  this  Indian  Bible 
was.  There  were  no  grammars,  no  dictionaries.  No  books  or  writing 
were  in  the  Indian  language.  Eliot  had  to  learn  from  the  Indian 
(really  a  rude  barbarian)  and  make  his  own  grammar  and  vocabulary. 
It  was  a  truly  weird  language,  and  Eliot  had  to  discover  its  strange 
principles. 

Then  too,  Eliot  was  a  busy  man;  he  was  an  active  minister  of  the 
Roxbury  Parish,  he  took  interest  in  all  public  affairs,  and  he  travelled 
widely.  Eliot  had  little  money  to  print  the  Bible,  but  when  he  finished 
writing  it  the  London  Society  provided  most  of  the  money  needed  for 
the  printing. 

Indian  Word-Meanings 

Many  of  the  Indian  words  are  still  in  use  by  us  today;  such  as  Mas- 
sachusetts, meaning  "the  blue  hills,,>  Nonantum — "rejoicing,"  Waban 
— "the  wind,"  Connecticut — "long  river,"  Cochituate — "long  pond." 
These  were  the  shorter  words,  as  they  were  proper  names.  Words  of 
action  were  of  much  greater  length. 

The  Old  Oak 

Eliot  used  to  preach  in  the  open  under  the  venerable  oak  in  South 
Natick,  and  many  of  us  can  remember  this  tree  in  its  last  years.  Long- 
fellow commemorated  this  oak  in  his  famous  "Sonnet  on  Eliot's  Oak" 
(1877).  This  sonnet  ended  in  the  lines: 

"His  Bible  in  a  language  that  hath  died 
And  is  forgotten  save  by  thee  alone." 

Immediately  upon  publication  of  the  historic  poem  a  Connecticut 
scholar  translated  the  entire  sonnet  into  the  Indian  language. 


Eliot  The  Man 

Professor  Stowe,  in  an  address  on  the  200th  anniversary  of 
the  town  of  Natick,  described  Eliot  as  "a  man  of  great 
versatility,  and  very  superior  intellectual  power.  Doubtless 
he  has  had  his  equals,  but  never  a  superior,  in  Christian  zeal 
and  goodness." 
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III. 


The  Fate  of  the  Natick  Indians 

Natick  was  still  a  "Foreign  Missionary  Town,"  with  Eliot  being 
paid  as  a  missionary  by  his  church  in  Roxbury,  plus  an  allow- 
ance from  the  missionary  board.  His  salary  in  1657  was  fifty  pounds 
annually,  and  the  work  prospered  greatly.  Eliot  travelled  among  the 
Indians  of  other  towns,  mostly  on  foot.  He  visited  Cape  Cod,  crossed 
to  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  often  visited  towns  in  Worcester  County. 

King  Philip's  War^  1675 

He  even  preached  to  King  Philip  .  .  .  with  little  result,  however. 
The  brooding  King  Philip,  son  of  the  gentle  Massasoit,  commenced 
his  cruel  war;  and  the  Natick  Indians,  as  a  group,  started  on  their 
way  out.  There  was  never  any  separate  tribe  called  the  Natick  Indi- 
ans. They  were  mostly  of  the  Massachusetts  tribe  and  were  called  the 
"praying  Indians." 

The  English,  in  spite  of  much  help  from  the  Praying  Indians,  were 
afraid  of  Indian  uprisings  and  passed  cruel  and  needless  laws.  The 
Indians  were  to  be  transported  to  places  of  virtual  imprisonment. 

In  1675  carts  arrived  in  Natick  to  transport  the  Natick  Indians  to 
Deer  Island.  Patiently  the  Indians  submitted,  and  two  hundred  men, 
women  and  children  left  their  Natick  homes  and  started  for  Deer 
Island.  At  Watertown,  where  the  arsenal  stands,  Eliot  met  the  Indi- 
ans. The  moment,  as  he  stood  and  prayed  with  them,  is  portrayed  by 
the  Holbrook  mural  in  the  Natick  Post  Office.  This  painted  scene 
shows  the  elderly  Eliot  raising  his  hands  in  prayer  over  his  beloved 
converts,  who  listlessly  but  hopefully  listen.  It  is  a  truly  touching 
scene  but  not  one  the  white  man  can  be  proud  of. 

The  winter  on  Deer  Island  was  very  severe  and  many  died,  but  the 
Praying  Indians  were  still  patient  and  resigned.  After  Philip's  War, 
the  Indians  on  Deer  Island  slowly  migrated  back  to  Natick,  depleted 
in  numbers,  but  still  believing  in  John  Eliot  and  his  Christian  teach- 
ings. Truly  our  founding  pastor  taught  well. 

Death  of  John  Eliot ,  1690 

John  Eliot  was  by  now  an  old  man,  but  still  eagerly  teaching.  His 
beloved  friends  Cotton  and  Mather  had  now  died,  and  he  knew  his 
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days  were  numbered.  Up  to  the  very  end  of  his  life  he  practiced  his 
teachings,  and  his  benevolences  never  stopped. 

He  died  penniless  as  to  money,  but  rich  in  his  possession  of  friends. 
Eliot  died  at  Roxbury  in  1690  at  the  age  of  87,  and  tradition  has  it  that 
his  last  words  were  ''welcome  joy."  He  was  buried  in  Roxbury  in  the 
ministers'  tomb  of  the  First  Church.  His  monument  in  South  Natick 
was  erected  as  a  memorial  in  1847. 

Immediately  at  the  death  of  Eliot,  one  of  his  beloved  Indians  be- 
came pastor.  Daniel  Takawampbait  took  the  pulpit  and  served  until 
1716.  (The  Takawampbait  gravestone,  original,  embedded  in  the  rock 
in  the  South  Natick  square,  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  items  remind- 
ing us  of  the  Indian  past.)  John  Neesnuman  and  Josiah  Shonks,  both 
Indians,  followed  with  brief  terms  in  the  pulpit. 

The  Praying  Indians  were  so  depleted  in  numbers  that  in  1698  the 
church  consisted  of  only  ten  members.  This  failing  church  finally 
ceased  about  1721.  The  first  meeting  house,  having  served  its  worthy 
purpose,  gradually  went  to  pieces,  and  undoubtedly  some  of  its  beams 
were  used  in  other  buildings. 

The  "100  Acres"  1719 

In  1719  had  occurred  an  item  of  great  interest  to  our  present  church, 
for  in  that  year  the  town  passed  an  act  assigning  the  twenty  proprie- 
tors of  the  town  each  sixty  acres,  and  recorded  the  same  in  the  town 
records.  In  the  middle  of  these  lots  was  a  large  unnumbered  plot,  laid 
out  and  assigned  as  the  "Ministerial  lot  of  100  acres." 

This  hundred  acres  covered  roughly  an  area  in  the  center  of  Natick 
that  is  now  bounded  by  Pond  Street  to  Palmer  Avenue,  then  in  a  line 
north  to  Grove  Street,  west  to  Walnut  Hill,  and  south  to  the  center 
of  town.  This  would  be  the  entire  commercial  center  of  the  town  of 
Natick  and  its  most  valuable  land.  Later  in  this  history  will  be  shown 


Rules  of  the  Indians 

Excerpts  from  the  code  of  laws  adopted  for  the  government 
of  Natick  in  1651:  "If  any  man  be  idle  a  week,  or  at  most  a 
fortnight,  he  shall  pay  five  shillings.  .  .  .  If  any  woman  shall 
not  have  her  hair  tied  up,  but  hang  loose,  or  be  cut  as  men  s 
hair,  she  shall  pay  five  shillings.  .  .  .  If  any  shall  kill  their  lice 
between  their  teeth,  they  shall  pay  five  shillings." 
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THE  DEACONS  AND  DEACONESSES.  Seated  (left  to  right):  Mrs.  Corinne  Wood- 
bury, Mrs.  Josephine  Parkin,  Mrs.  Bernice  Harrington,  Mrs.  Mary  Bigelow,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Miller,  Mrs.  Priscilla  Frikart,  Mrs.  Hannah  Erickson  and  Mrs.  Ann  Holland. 
Standing:  George  Rogers,  Frank  Perry,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Veale,  Walter  Robinson,  Mrs. 
Ruth  W7agg,  William  Bigelow,  Mrs.  Emily  Johnson,  Arthur  Miller,  Mrs.  Mary  Gray, 
Harry  Baker,  Ernest  Griffin  and  Clarence  Eldridge. 

the  value  and  disposition  of  this  hundred  acres  that  belonged  to  our 
church.  Our  present  building  stands  on  the  remnant  of  this  acreage 
at  its  southeasterly  corner.  The  sale  of  this  hundred  acres  (in  the  early 
i8oo's)  created  our  still  existing  "Ministerial  Fund." 

In  1720  Natick's  first  industry  was  started.  A  saw  mill  was  erected 
by  John  Sawin.  He  built  his  mill  and  dam  several  hundred  feet  above 
the  present  dam  in  South  Natick.  Owners  of  Medfield  land  complained 
about  the  dam  causing  flooding,  so  the  mill  was  moved  to  its  present 
location  on  the,  now,  Stillman  land.  Later  a  dam  was  built  across  the 
Charles  where  the  present  dam  stands. 

IV. 

Early  Records,  1721-1752 

The  second  meeting  house  in  Natick,  still  located  in  South 
Natick,  was  built  in  1721  on  the  site  of  the  first  one.  The  London 
Society  appointed  the  Reverend  Oliver  Peabody  (Harvard  172 1)  to 
be  missionary,  and  he  immediately  came  to  Natick. 
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Noting  the  absence  of  church  or  town  records,  Peabody  decided  to 
keep  his  own.  He  bought  a  small  book  and  rebound  it  in  sheepskin.  In 
it  he  kept  his  church  records,  which  appear  to  be  the  only  church 
records  in  Natick  from  1721  to  1752.  This  most  valuable  book  still 
reposes  in  our  church  vault  with  our  other  early  records.  This  year, 
for  the  first  time,  a  second  complete  copy  of  this  book  has  been  made. 

This  record  of  Peabody's  was  a  true  record  of  the  importance  of  the 
church  at  that  time.  The  church  set  up  standards  and  rules  of  mo- 
rality and  enforced  them.  Many  are  the  entries  of  charges,  trials,  con- 
demnations and  admonitions.  To  quote  a  few  from  the  records: 

Sept.  8,  1734  Brother  Joseph  Ephraim,  Junior, 
having  been  left  to  fall  into  ye  sin  of  intemperance  in 
drinking,  made  such  a  confession  as  was  accepted  by  a 
vote  of  ye  church. 

Feb.  5,  1736  Thomas  Peegun  making  a  confession 
was  by  a  vote  of  ye  church  restored  to  ye  charity  of  ye 
church  of  communion,  he  confessed  intemperance  and  a 
breach  of  ye  seventh  commandment. 

Many  entries  were  recorded  as  "scandalous  sins" — not  of  a  quotable 
nature  even  in  these  liberal  days.  After  a  full  confession  of  repentance 
and  reformation  before  the  whole  church,  the  guilty  parties  were 
generally  "voted  the  continuance  of  the  church's  Love  and  Charity." 

In  1730  records  show  purchase  or  gifts  of  two  tankards  and  two 
flagons  for  communion  purposes.  There  is  no  record  of  what  happened 
to  these  sacramental  vessels,  nor  of  the  fate  of  the  silver  baptismal 
bowl  of  John  Eliot. 

When  Peabody  came  to  Natick  there  were  only  two  white  families 
(Sawin,  Morse)  in  the  south  part  of  town.  The  Bacons,  Underwoods, 
Frosts,  Drurys,  Goodnows  and  Fisks  lived  in  the  north  part  of  town 
and  probably  were  not  members  of  the  parish  of  that  time.  In  our 
church  today  are  descendants  of  most  of  these  early  families. 

New  Parish  Thrives 

Peabody  was  an  active  man  and  his  parish  began  to  revive.  In  1728 
he  was  voted  the  sole  use  of  the  Ministerial  Hundred  Acres,  although 
it  was  far  distant  from  his  church  building.  The  church  was  again 
formed  as  a  body,  with  only  three  Indians  and  five  white  male  mem- 
bers. A  year  later  twenty-two  people  joined  the  church  and  soon  there 
were  fifty  members. 
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THE  WOMEN'S  UNION  BOARD,  including  the  officers  of  the  Union  and  chairmen 
of  all  important  committees.  Seated  {left  to  right):  Miss  Myra  FitzGerald,  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Veale,  Mrs.  Laura  Bagley,  Mrs.  Helen  Tiller,  Mrs.  Greta  Potter,  Mrs.  Mary  Bishop. 
Standing:  Mrs.  Helen  Columbia,  Mrs.  Lana  Rowe,  Mrs.  Gerda  Olson,  Mrs.  Esmah 
Swenson,  Mrs.  Corinne  Woodbury,  Mrs.  Mary  Gray.  Other  members  of  the  Board,  not 
in  this  picture,  are:  Mrs.  Blanche  Balcom,  Mrs.  Grace  Barker,  Mrs.  Mary  Bigelow, 
Mrs.  Anne  Crowe,  Mrs.  Elinore  Fitch,  Mrs.  Isabel  Forsyth,  Mrs.  Mildred  Griffin, 
Mrs.  Bernice  Harrington,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Heinlein,  Mrs.  Doris  Kinnear,  Mrs.  Catherine 
Lewis,  Mrs.  Lena  Pendleton,  Mrs.  Ruth  Roberts,  Mrs.  Maude  Stocker,  Mrs.  Miriam 
Wanacek,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Weatherby,  Mrs.  Isabelle  Wigglesworth,  Mrs.  Grace  Wignot. 


In  1749  two  very  important  town  meeting  articles  were  presented: 

1.  "Voted  to  accept  Rev.  Peabody  as  parish  minister  upon  the  condi- 
tion he  will  come  to  the  center  of  town  to  preach,"  and  1.  "Voted  to 
see  whether  the  Rev.  Peabody,  the  Indian  Pastor,  will  be  the  Parish 
Minister."  Both  of  these  articles  were  important  as  this  was  the  first 
move  to  try  to  move  the  church  from  South  Natick  to  Natick  center, 
and  also  an  attempt  to  change  from  an  Indian  pastor  to  a  parish  min- 
ister. Both  of  these  controversial  items  were  defeated,  but  left  much 
friction  between  the  two  sections  of  town. 

During  the  Peabody  ministry  we  have  the  first  appearance  of  the 
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office  of  "deacon."  Ephraim,  an  Indian,  appears  to  have  been  chosen 
for  this  office  in  1734.  He  was  also  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 

Death  of  Peabody  ^  1752 

Oliver  Peabody  labored  long  and  faithfully.  He  died  in  1752  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  South  Natick  center  cemetery.  His  perfectly 
preserved  slate  stone  with  its  long  Latin  inscription  is  well  worth  a 
visit. 

Peabody  baptized  192  Indians  and  422  white  persons  during  his  long 
ministry,  but  only  35  Indians  and  133  whites  joined  his  church. 

V. 

Strife  in  the  Church 

Stephen  badger  (Harvard),  the  next  minister,  came  to  Natick  in 
1753.  The  second  meeting  house  was  declared  unsuitable  and  a 
third  building  was  started  in  1754.  The  wrangling  between  the  Natick 
center  and  South  Natick  members  prevented  the  finishing  of  the 
building  until  1767.  Many  white  members  felt  that  the  church  should 
meet  at  the  center  (where  it  now  is),  and  the  Indian  members  wished 
the  church  at  South  Natick.  This  struggle  continued  all  during 
Badger's  pastorate  and  eventually  caused  the  end  of  the  South  Natick 
church. 

The  life  of  Stephen  Badger  must  have  been  made  miserable  by  all 
this  vicious  wrangling.  Votes  were  even  passed  cruelly  dismissing  him, 
his  salary  was  decreased  and  often  withheld,  but  he  struggled  to  keep 
his  flock  together.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  in  her  "Old  Town  Folks" 
portrays  Badger  as  "Parson  Lothrop."  His  real  life  was  undoubtedly 
more  tumultuous  than  it  is  in  the  book. 

In  spite  of  Badger's  efforts,  the  church  began  to  split,  and  in  1798 
the  town  demanded  that  he  come  to  Natick  center  to  preach,  or  if 
he  would  not,  to  dismiss  him.  In  1799  he  stopped  his  preaching,  but  he 
lived  in  South  Natick  until  he  died  in  1803.  It  was  during  the  Badger 
ministry  that  Natick  was  incorporated  as  a  town,  February  19,  178 1. 

The  Fourth  Meeting  House >  1799 

The  church  in  South  Natick  was  gone,  the  only  meeting  house  being 
the  one  at  the  center.  This  building  had  been  built  in  1798-1799  near 
the  corner  of  the  ministerial  lot.  It  was  without  a  minister,  as  Badger 
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A  FEW  of  the  older  members  of  the  Church  who,  through  the  years,  have  been  faithful 
workers.  Seated  {left  to  right):  Miss  Myra  FitzGerald,  Miss  Flora  B.  Rice,  William  R. 
Bigelow,  Mrs.  Katherine  Peterson,  Mrs.  Bertha  Taft,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Adams. 
Standing:  Arthur  W.  Robinson,  Frank  O.  Brown,  Carl  R.  Leavitt,  and  Fred  H.  Lathrop. 

had  refused  being  transferred.  The  Selectmen  hired  temporary- 
preaching  until  they  could  obtain  a  full-time  minister. 

In  trying  to  transfer  the  South  Natick  minister  to  the  center,  un- 
doubtedly the  "100  acres"  was  in  the  minds  of  the  Selectmen,  for 
they  had  built  their  center  meeting  house  on  this  land.  The  new 
building  was  declared  by  town  meeting  to  be  the  "Fourth  Meeting 
House"  (the  first  three  having  been  in  South  Natick). 

Churches,  like  families,  move  to  other  locations  but  they  still  re- 
main the  same  family.  Our  church  family  was  moved  by  town  vote 
from  South  Natick,  but  proudly  admits  its  descent  from  the  South 
Natick  church.  Not  for  thirty  years  was  there  a  church  again  in  South 
Natick.  In  1828  another  church  was  formed  in  South  Natick  and 
properly  chose  the  site  of  the  original  three  meeting  houses  for  its 
building  site. 


In  learning  the  Mohegan  dialect  of  the  Indians,  Eliot  faced 
a  difficult  task.  For  instance,  the  following  single  word  meant 
''our  question" — 

Kummogkodnnattootummooctiteaongannumarash. 
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VI. 


The  Fourth  Meeting  House 

The  fourth  meeting  house  was  now  in  the  center  and  all  wran- 
gling was  over.  The  whites  had  won.  Henceforth  it  was  the 
parish  church  completely  dominated  by  the  white  citizens.  The  meet- 
ing house  with  its  cemetery  occupied  the  hub  of  the  town.  The  South 
Natick  members  gave  in  gracefully  and  seven  members  of  Badger's 
church  became  "charter  members"  of  the  center  church. 

The  Reverend  Sears,  1 806-1810 

The  new  white  meeting  house  with  its  dull  red  roof  waited  until 
1806  for  its  first  full-time  minister.  In  that  year  the  Rev.  Freeman 
Sears  came  to  Natick.  Instead  of  the  usual  Harvard  graduate,  he  was 
from  Williams  College. 

Sears  was  a  Cape  Codder  from  Harwich,  and  although  generally  in 
poor  health,  he  was  an  excellent  choice,  beloved  by  his  parishioners. 
In  our  vault  are  his  complete  records,  kept  in  his  own  writing.  His 


One  Sunday  Morning 

Henry  Durante  who  founded  Wellesley  College  in  1870, 
had  a  great  love  of  preaching  in  local  churches.  He  would 
travel  considerable  distances  to  preach  on  a  Sunday  morning, 
and  his  delivery  was  so  good  that  he  was  always  welcome.  One 
Sunday  in  1866,  Durant  gave  the  sermon  at  our  church. 
Henry  Wilson  {then  U.  S.  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
later  Vice-president  under  Grant)  was  sitting  in  a  pew  down 
near  the  front,  as  a  visitor.  Durant  gave  a  particularly  stirring 
sermon,  cutting  deep  to  the  hearts  of  his  listeners.  At  the  close 
of  the  sermon,  Mr.  Wilson  surprised  the  entire  congregation 
by  standing  up  in  his  pew  and  asking  permission  to  say  a 
few  words.  Permission  was  granted,  and  in  humble  tones 
Mr.  Wilson  acknowledged  the  great  honors  that  had  been  his 
through  the  years,  and  the  wealth  that  had  come  his  lot.  Then, 
with  a  tremor  in  his  voice,  he  concluded,  saying:  "But  I  have 
never  felt  so  needy  in  my  whole  life  as  I  do  this  morning.  I 
need  Jesus  Christ,  and  I  would  like  to  join  the  Church." 
Perhaps  no  more  heartfelt  request  for  membership  was  ever 
recorded  in  our  Church's  history. 
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title  for  our  church  was  "The  Church  of  Christ  in  Natick,"  a  title 
also  used  by  Oliver  Peabody.  Undoubtedly  Sears  had  what  is  today 
known  as  tuberculosis,  and  its  slow  advance  diminished  his  ability, 
for  his  ministry  ended  with  his  death  in  1810.  He  was  buried  in  the 
church  cemetery.  His  body  was  removed  to  Dell  Park  Cemetery  in 
1857,  where  his  church  friends  erected  his  present  quaint  monument. 

In  1802  the  church  voted  to  keep  church  matters  separate  from  the 
town,  so  from  that  time  on  the  church  was  more  independent.  The 
earliest  entry  in  the  1802  record  book  shows  that  it  was  voted  to  use 
real  Malaga  wine  for  communion  purposes,  although  many  entries 
soon  show  terrible  strictness  in  all  temperance  matters. 

Selling  the  " 100  Acres"  181 2 

In  1 812  the  church  voted  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  "liberty 
to  sell  the  ministerial  lot,  in  order  to  raise  a  fund  for  support  of  the 
gospel."  The  petition  was  granted  and  the  church  appointed  trustees 
to  sell  the  ministerial  "100  acres." 

It  is  now  interesting  to  see  what  some  of  this  land,  now  very 


valuable,  was  sold  for. 

Y2  acre  in  front  of  the  meeting  house   $  55. 

23H  acres  between  Grove  and  Willow  Sts   $1181. 

8J/2  acres  between  Willow  St.  and  North  Ave   $  425. 

3^2  acre  to  the  north  of  the  meeting  house   $  51. 

4  acres  on  the  north  corner  of  Pond  and  Main  Sts   $  250. 


The  lands  not  sold  included  all  the  streets,  meeting  house  lot,  part  of 
common  and  the  three  center  cemeteries  (Indian  on  Pond  Street, 
church  cemetery  where  Natick  Trust  Co.  building  stands,  and  one, 
soon  moved,  at  south  corner  of  Pond  and  South  Main  Street). 

In  1857  a  question  of  ownership  of  the  church  cemetery  arose.  The 
Town  of  Natick  now  claimed  this  cemetery  and  the  question  went  to 
court.  The  court  decided  in  favor  of  the  town,  as  it  was  declared  to 
be  a  town  cemetery.  The  bodies  in  the  cemetery  were  then  moved  to 
Dell  Park  Cemetery,  and  the  town  proceeded  to  sell  this  less  than  half 
acre  for  $15,000.  This  half  acre  brought,  for  the  town,  more  than  three 
times  the  amount  the  entire  82  acres  had  brought  the  church  forty- 
five  years  before.  However,  the  church  still  has  the  money  for  which 
it  sold  its  lands. 


-  18  - 


The  Church  and  Town  Grow  Up 

After  the  death  of  Freeman  Sears,  the  church  elected  Martin  Moore 
as  minister,  and  he  came  in  1 814.  He  was  a  Brown  University  graduate 
and  brought  many  new  ideas  to  our  church.  In  181 8  our  first  Sunday 
School  was  started  with  Oliver  Bacon  as  superintendent.  Mr.  Moore 
organized  a  committee  for  examination  of  church  members.  He  started 
the  first  "Total  Abstinence"  pledge  in  1 831 .  He  held  the  first  "revival," 
then  known  as  "Four  Days  Meeting,"  in  1831. 

The  vigorous  Martin  Moore  left  us  in  1833,  leaving  a  church  of  170 
members.  The  Rev.  Erasmus  D.  Moore,  an  Amherst  graduate,  was 
then  elected  minister. 

In  1834  tne  Boston  and  Worcester  Steam  Railroad  came  through 
Natick,  and  the  town  began  to  grow.  The  congregation  was  increased, 
and  the  little  meeting  house  became  too  small.  A  new  meeting  house 
was  voted  and  the  small  building,  now  painted  yellow,  was  moved  to 
Summer  Street,  where  it  eventually  became  a  factory. 

VII. 

The  Fifth  Building,  1834 

The  new  meeting  house  was  white  colonial  with  a  high  pillared 
front  and  a  fine  belfry.  The  building  cost  $8,000.  It  was  a  beauti- 
ful construction,  typical  of  the  New  England  church  of  that  period. 

Erasmus  D.  Moore  left  in  1838.  The  following  year  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Hunt  became  our  minister.  He  was  an  Amherst  College  and  Princeton 
graduate,  and  was  paid  the  salary  of  $650.  It  was  during  his  ministry 
that  Henry  Wilson,  later  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  came 
under  his  influence.  Wrilson  often  voiced  his  great  appreciation  of  this 
influence. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  with  our  church  for  eleven  years,  during  which  he 
started  the  church  on  its  missionary  or  benevolence  giving.  Mr.  Hunt 
left  us  in  1850  for  a  larger  pastorate,  later  became  secretary  to  Henry 
Wilson. 

In  1852  the  Rev.  Elias  Nason  became  minister  at  the  then  large 
salary  of  $900.  The  town  was  again  growing  and  the  wooden  meeting 
house  was  declared  too  small.  The  building  was  sold  to  a  Universalist 
Society  (soon  defunct),  and  was  afterward  sold  by  them  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  as  their  first  Natick  church  home.  When  it  was  sold 
by  us  it  was  moved  to  the  south  side  of  East  Central  Street. 
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THE  SIXTH  MEETING  HOUSE,  built  in  1853-54  at  a  cost  of 
$28,000  and  completely  destroyed  by  the  great  Natick  fire  of  1874. 
INSERT  —  The  fourth  meeting  house,  and  the  first  one  erected  in  Na- 
tick Center,  was  built  in  1799.  This  building  was  used  by  the  Church 
until  the  congregation  outgrew  it  and  a  larger  construction  was  voted 
in  1834. 
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Our  Sixth  Meeting  House,  1852 

A  brick  church  building  was  then  erected  on  the  same  site  at  a  cost 
of  $28,000.  A  really  fine  edifice  for  those  days,  it  had  a  bell  and  a  fine 
organ. 

Mr.  Nason,  after  a  six  year  pastorate,  left  for  a  larger  church,  and 
the  Rev.  Charles  M.  Tyler  came  as  minister.  Natick  was  now  a  town 
of  5,000  inhabitants,  so  he  was  granted  the  huge  sum  of  $1200.  This 
salary  was  soon  raised  to  $1600. 

Mr.  Tyler,  while  here,  was  chosen  by  the  town  to  serve  in  the 
legislature,  but  soon  left  for  a  chaplaincy  with  the  Union  troops  during 
the  Civil  War,  after  which  he  left  for  a  large  pastorate  in  Chicago. 

In  1869  the  Rev.  Jesse  H.  Jones  came  as  minister  with  a  large  salary 
of  $2000,  and  it  really  was  a  tremendous  salary  for  that  generation. 
A  dollar  a  day  at  that  time  was  considered  a  good  wage  for  an  ex- 
perienced laborer.  Mr.  Jones  stayed  two  years  and  left  us  in  1871. 

Natick  was  by  now  quite  a  town,  growing  and  most  prosperous. 
Some  quite  sizeable  fortunes  were  starting,  and  the  church  also  pros- 
pered. Looking  for  an  exceptional  man  as  minister,  the  church  found 
the  Rev.  Francis  N.  Peloubet,  who  came  to  us  in  1872.  (Salary  $2,500!) 

The  Fire  of  1874 

In  1874,  on  January  13,  the  great  fire  occurred,  when  we  lost  our 
church  building  which  had  just  been  enlarged  and  improved  at  con- 
siderable cost.  We  accepted  the  kind  offer  of  the  Baptist  Church  to 
meet  in  their  vestry  until  we  could  erect  our  "temporary  tabernacle." 

This  latter  was  a  one  story,  flat-roofed  structure,  about  64  by  68 


The  Burning  of  a  Steeple 

A  description  of  the  great  Natick  fire  of  1874,  as  reported 
in  The  Natick  Bulletin  of  January  17th,  said:  "The  burning 
of  the  spire  of  the  fine  Congregational  Church  was  a  mag- 
nificent spectacle,  though  a  sad  one.  The  body  of  the  edifice  had 
been  consumed  and  had  fallen  in,  leaving  the  spire  standing 
like  a  flame-sheeted  spectre.  As  the  covering  became  burned 
it  left  the  flame  exposed  to  view,  presenting  a  complete  net- 
work of  glowing  fire  with  here  and  there  little  jets  of  variegated 
smoke  puffing  out.  Just  before  the  bell  fell  from  its  position, 
it  gave  three  mournful  strokes,  as  if  in  sole?nn  farewell 
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feet  in  floor  space,  built  at  a  cost  of  $1,700.  Located  just  south  of  the 
present  police  station  on  Park  Street,  the  building  was  used  for  over 
two  years  until  the  new  church  was  completed. 

In  March  of  1874  tne  Parish  voted  to  buy  the  "bakehouse  lot"  to 
the  east,  and  then  voted  to  erect  a  new  brick  church  building,  seating 
750  people,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $50,000. 


he  new  church  building,  our  present  one,  was  started,  and  in 


-I  May  1875  the  cornerstone  was  laid,  enclosing  the  usual  sealed 
metal  box  containing  contemporary  and  historic  church  documents. 
This  new  building  was  to  be  suitable  for  a  growing  and  prosperous 
community,  so  time  was  taken  to  do  a  fine  piece  of  work.  At  least  two 
years  were  taken  to  finish  the  Gothic  style  structure.  While  the  audito- 
rium was  being  completed,  services  were  held  in  the  main  vestry  until 


In  1876,  Leonard  Morse  provided  the  bell  we  now  use.  It  weighs 
2531  pounds  and  still  calls  us  for  service.  Nathaniel  Clark  gave  the 
clock  for  the  spire,  and  a  Mrs.  Fiske  gave  the  sanctuary  clock. 

The  church,  under  Dr.  Peloubet,  prospered  and  the  average  Sunday 
congregation  was  over  five  hundred.  The  Sunday  School  had  40 
classes  with  a  membership  of  620.  All  this  was  in  1877  when  Natick 
had  a  population  of  7400.  Dr.  Peloubet  combined  his  active  parish 
duties  with  much  writing.  Even  today  some  of  his  books  are  used  as 
study  or  text  books.  The  Peloubet  ministry  lasted  until  1883. 


In  1884  the  Rev.  F.  E.  Sturgis  came  as  minister.  In  those  days  the 
largest  part  of  the  church  income  came  from  pew  rent.  The  pews  were 
bought,  or  really  hired,  by  their  occupants,  and  the  resulting  rent 
provided  over  ninety  percent  of  the  church  income.  The  privilege  of 
having  first  choice  of  pews  was  auctioned  off"  to  the  highest  bidders. 

In  1 891  the  church  purchased  one  half  of  the  wall  of  the  Woodbury 
building  on  the  south  side  and  voted  to  enlarge  the  church  by  an 
addition  in  that  direction,  and  this  was  done.  Mr.  Sturgis,  in  1898, 
was  paid  a  salary  of  $3,000,  so  evidently  he  was  most  successful.  The 


VIII. 


Our  Building  of  Today 


1881. 


The  Reverend  Sturgis,  1884-190J 
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FORMER  MINISTERS 


The  Reverend  Dr. 
Morris  H.  Turk 
1903-1911 


The  Reverend  Dr. 
F.  E.  Sturgis 
1 88 4- 1  go j 


The  Reverend  Dr. 
Francis  N.  Peloubet 
1872-1883 


Winnemay  Street  parsonage  had  been  given  by  Riley  Pebbles,  subject 
to  a  life  payment  to  him  of  $300  anually. 

The  nineteen  year  ministry  of  Mr.  Sturgis  came  to  an  end  with  his 
resignation  in  1903. 

Church  Receipts  Dwindle 

That  same  year  Dr.  Morris  H.  Turk  was  chosen  minister  with  a 
salary  of  $2000,  plus  free  use  of  the  parsonage.  He  started  preaching 
in  January  1904.  The  church  income  at  this  period  was  receding. 
Undoubtedly  all  the  newer  churches  that  had  arisen  in  Natick  were 
drawing  from  our  membership.  In  1906  the  church  receipts  were  $6000. 
(Nevertheless,  over  $1000  was  spent  for  music.)  In  1907  receipts  were 
$5500; in  1908,  $4800. 

In  1909  receipts  rose  to  $5100.  And  in  1910  the  church  started  to 
get  weekly  or  annual  pledges  to  supplement  the  pew  rent.  Dr.  Turk 
was  given  a  leave  of  absence  to  go  on  a  mission  to  Turkey,  but  he 
soon  sent  in  his  resignation. 

In  1912  Arthur  W.  Ackerman  was  called  as  minister.  He  had  been  a 
business  man  who  had  later  entered  the  ministry  and  was  55  years  old 
— somewhat  older  than  the  ministers  we  had  called  before.  We  were 
still  paying  a  $2000  salary.  Dr.  Ackerman  was  the  last  minister  to 
follow  the  Victorian  custom  of  wearing  very  formal  layman's  dress 
while  in  the  pulpit.  Many  of  us  have  a  very  clear  mental  picture  of 
Dr.  Ackerman  in  his  immaculate  black  "Prince  Albert"  coat,  his  care- 
fully pressed  black  trousers,  and  the  stock  collar  with  the  huge  tie. 
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Church  and  Parish  Combined,  1914 

In  1914  the  two  separate  bodies  of  church  and  parish  were  combined, 
and  we  were  a  single  legal  unit,  as  the  First  Congregational  Parish 
of  Natick  was  dissolved.  The  church  was  legally  given  the  Ministerial 
Fund  and  all  properties  formerly  held  by  the  Parish. 

The  Reverend  Bacon,  iQ2j-igjg 

On  Dr.  Ackerman's  retirement,  the  Rev.  Alvin  C.  Bacon  came  as 
minister  in  1923.  Mr.  Bacon  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Jeremiah 
Bacon  who  left  South  Natick  in  the  early  1700's  because  his  wife  was 
afraid  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Bacon  had  been  educated  at  Andover,  Williams,  Hartford  and 
Edinburgh.  His  scholarly  background  and  army  chaplain  experience 
were  admirably  suited  to  his  task,  for  within  a  year  or  two  great 
numbers  of  members  were  added.  Sixty-six  persons  joined  the  church 
at  his  first  Easter  service.  The  total  of  107  new  members  in  the  year 
1924  was  a  state  record  and  received  quite  a  bit  of  publicity.  Mr. 
Bacon,  at  the  church  request,  returned  to  the  old  colonial  custom  of 
wearing  a  gown  in  the  pulpit,  a  custom  since  followed. 

During  the  Bacon  ministry,  the  church  sanctuary  was  renovated, 
the  woodwork  refinished,  and  the  sombre  paint  changed  to  a  lighter 
color.  The  Sunday  School  was  increased,  and  on  many  Sundays  the 
entire  main  and  south  vestries  were  full.  A  new  parsonage  on  Florence 
Street  was  purchased  during  this  period  of  prosperity.  This  is  our 
present  parsonage. 

Mr.  Bacon's  long  ministry  came  to  an  end  in  1939,  and  the  Rev. 
Frederick  W.  Alden  was  called. 

The  Reverend  Alden,  1939-1946 

Mr.  Alden  installed  an  office  in  the  church  building  for  the  minister 
and  his  secretary.  Regular  office  hours  were  established.  This  office 


Our  Own  Disciples 

The  following  men,  who  grew  up  as  members  oj  this  Church, 
chose  the  field  oj  ministry  for  their  life's  work:  Leander 
Coolidge,  Amasa  C.  Fay,  Howard  D.  French,  Ernest  Lynch 
and  Ferdinand  A.  Travis. 
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soon  became  a  busy  place,  for  World  War  II  was  with  us.  Mr.  Alden 
started  a  newsletter  for  our  many  members  in  the  armed  forces,  and 
carried  on  a  steady  correspondence  with  nearly  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Alden  was  a  man  of  tremendous  energy,  and  his  tireless  nature 
was  reflected  in  the  growth  of  church  activities.  However,  this  energy 
was  needed  in  larger  fields,  so  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of 
Minister  to  the  New  Hampshire  State  Conference  in  1946. 

The  Reverend  Paul  D.  Tiller 

In  1947  Paul  D.  Tiller  came  as  minister.  He  had  been  educated  at 
McMaster  University  and  Harvard.  His  unanimous  election  was 
partly  due  to  the  powerful  sermons  heard  by  the  selection  committee, 
and  the  congregation  has  been  enjoying  similar  sermons  every  Sunday 
since. 

Our  church  is  expanding  as  befits  a  growing  community,  and  many 
welcome  new  citizens  are  becoming  members.  As  we  look  back  on  the 
three  hundred  years  of  Christian  service  represented  by  our  church, 
we  pray  that  the  church  may  enjoy  another,  even  greater,  three 
hundred  years.  Our  active  participation  today  can  guarantee  a  good 
start  toward  its  next  great  anniversary. 


THE  JUNIOR  CHURCH,  for  junior  high  and  high  school  students, 
meets  before  the  regular  church  service  on  Sunday  mornings. 


CHURCH  ORGANIZATIONS 


THE  WOMEN'S  UNION  was  founded  in  1903,  united  all  the  women's 
groups  of  the  Church  at  that  time  into  one  organization  for  a  stronger, 
combined  effort.  The  Union  meets  the  fourth  Tuesday  afternoon  of 
each  month  at  the  Church.  Basically  a  social  and  religious  group,  the 
Union  devotes  effort  toward  home  and  foreign  missions,  and  cooperates 
in  general  upkeep  and  activities  of  the  Church.  It  sponsors  two  annual 
rummage  sales  and  a  Christmas  bazaar.  Its  approximate  membership 
is  250,  and  all  women  of  the  Church  are  invited  to  become  members. 

THE  MEN'S  CLUB  holds  dinner  meetings  at  the  Church  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  each  month,  followed  by  entertainment,  speakers> 
movies  or  games.  Designed  to  stimulate  good  fellowship,  the  group 
sponsors  a  Sunday  School  Outing,  Church  Bazaar,  special  Christmas 
lighting,  and  an  annual  Club  outing.  An  outgrowth  of  the  Men's  Class 
(later  called  the  Eldridge  Class)  which  originated  around  1920,  the 
Club  has  approximately  165  members. 

THE  COUPLES'  CLUB  consists  of  a  group  of  young  couples  in  the 
Church  who  meet  together  for  friendship  and  entertainment.  Monthly 
dinner  meetings  are  held  at  the  Church  featuring  varied  speakers  and 
games.  Occasional  donations  are  made  to  the  Church,  and  the  Club 
sponsors  its  own  annual  picnic.  Founded  about  1928,  the  Club  has 
around  100  members. 


THE  NURSERY  DEPARTMENT  of  the  Sunday  School,  for  little 
children  three  and  four  years  old,  meets  during  church  service. 


CHURCH  ORGANIZATIONS 


THE  STITCH  &  STORY  CLUB  was  originally  organized  in  191 2  for 
younger  matrons  and  business  women  who  were  unable  to  attend 
afternoon  meetings.  Its  purpose  is  to  promote  the  interest  of  its  mem- 
bers in  social  and  religious  activities  of  the  Church  and  to  advance 
home  and  foreign  missions.  Meetings,  held  in  the  west  vestry  of  the 
Church  the  first  Monday  of  each  month,  consist  of  a  short  business 
session,  worship  service,  speaker  and  refreshments.  The  club  has  ap- 
proximately 55  members,  and  all  women  of  the  Church  are  invited  to 
join. 

THE  SENIOR  CHI  ALPHA  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  old  Christian  En- 
deavor group,  with  membership  made  up  of  boys  and  girls  of  high 
school  age.  Meeting  Sunday  evenings  at  the  Church,  the  group  is 
primarily  social,  sponsoring  occasional  dances  and  an  annual  retreat. 
Its  present  membership  is  about  25. 

THE  JUNIOR  CHI  ALPHA,  very  similar  in  activity  to  its  senior  group, 
is  for  boys  and  girls  of  junior  high  school  age  and  meets  Sunday 
evenings  at  the  Church. 

THE  FAMILY  CLUB,  a  comparatively  new  group  established  in  1949, 
is  designed  to  encourage  recreation  of  the  whole  family  as  a  unit. 
Supper  meetings  are  usually  followed  by  games,  dancing  or  educa- 
tional movies.  Membership  is  about  60. 


THE  KINDERGARTEN  DEPARTMENT,  for  children  between  the 
ages  of  four  and  six,  meets  every  Sunday  morning  from  11:00  to  12:00. 


ROSTER  of  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Natick 

active  as  of  April,  1951 


—  A  — 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Abbott  Dec.  3,  1948 

Dr.  Richard  N.  Aebott  Dec.  3,  1948 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Acken  June  8,  1947 

Ralph  D.  Acken  June  8,  1947 

Mrs.  Aimee  Adams  May  4,  1941 

Miss  Eleanor  C.  Adams  April  4,  1926 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Adams  Nov.  3,  1907 

Mrs.  Fiske  Adams  April  17,  1949 

Herbert  F.  Adams  May  4,  1941 

Mrs.  Mabel  V.  Adams  April  /6,  1939 

Mrs.  Hope  H.  Albrecht  March  28, 1948 

Richard  W.  Albrecht  March  28,  1948 

Edward  H.  Alexander  April  20,  1930 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Allen  March  /,  1908 

Mrs.  Helen  Allison  Dec.  3,  1930 

William  Allison  Dec.  J,  1950 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Anderson  Dec.  3,  1950 

Emil  Anderson  Dec.  3, 1950 
Mrs.  Esther  W.  Anderson     April  7,  1946 

Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Anderson  March  28,1948 

Philip  D.  Anderson  April  7,  1946 

Walter  J.  Anderson,  Jr.  March  28,  1948 

Donald  Archer  April  17,  1949 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Archer  April  17,  1949 
Mrs.  E.  Frances  Armstrong   Nov.  (5,  1904 

John  G.  Armstrong  April  20,  1930 

John  G.  Armstrong,  Jr.  January  6,  1918 

Mrs.  Agnes  Atkinson  March  23,  1931 

Arthur  G.  Atkinson  March  23,  1931 
Mrs.  Florence  S.  Atkinson   April 4,  1926 

Sidney  M.  Atkinson  April  4,  1926 

Frank  Atkinson  March  7,  1886 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Austin  April  20,  1924 


Mrs.  Miriam  Avery 

-  B 

Mrs.  Ethel  M.  Badger 
Joel  W.  Badger 
Bradbury  J.  Bagley 
Mrs.  Laura  W.  Bagley 
Harry  D.  Baker 
Lloyd  A.  Baker 


Dec.  3,  1930 


Jan.  4,  1920 
Jan.  4,  1920 
Jan.  j,  1943 
Jan.  3,  1943 
May  3,  1936 
April  8,  1943 


Mrs.  Lucille  M.  Baker 
Mrs.  Susan  C.  Baker 
Mrs.  Blanche  B.  Balcom 
Milo  Balcom 
Louis  H.  Balcom 
Richard  Balcom 
Robert  M.  Balcom 
Mrs.  Robert  M.  Balcom 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Barber 
Henry  A.  Barber 
Mrs.  Henry  A.  Barber 
Kenneth  F.  Barber 
Janet  M.  Barber 
Ruth  E.  Barber 
Mrs.  Ruth  I.  Barber 
Charles  Barker 
Mrs.  Grace  Barker 
Charles  Barker,  Jr. 
David  Barker 
Grace  E.  Bartlett 
Marcia  Bates 
Mrs.  Methyl  G.  Bates 
William  B.  Bates 
Russell  J.  Bayley,  Sr. 
Mrs.  Rhoda  N.  Bayley 
Mrs.  Mabel  L.  Bean 
Florence  E.  Bearce 
James  R.  P.  Bell 
Mrs.  Leota  Benedict 
Mrs.  Barbara  Bent 
Miss  Marion  Benton 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Bewley 
Gertrude  Bigelow 
Dorothy  Bigelow 
Mary  Elizabeth  Bigelow 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Bigelow 
William  Francis  Bigelow 
William  Reed  Bigelow 
Andrew  A.  Biggs 
Mrs.  Ruth  Biggs 
Arthur  H.  Birkett,  Jr. 
Frank  C.  Bishop 
Frank  M.  Bishop 
Mrs.  Ilione  E.  Bishop 


Jan.  3,  1936 
April  8,  1943 
May  20,  1934 
May  20,  1934 
April  8,  1928 
May  4,  1941 
May  4,  1941 
Dec.  7,  1947 
Oct.  6, 1946 
May  20,  1934 
March  27,  1932 
May  3,  1936 
May  /,  1938 
April  8,  1943 
March  27,  1932 
Dec.  3,  1948 
Feb.  4,  1931 
Dec.  3,  1948 
Dec.  5,  1948 
Jan.  3,  1897 
May  20,  1934 
Jan.  4,  1920 
May  3,  1936 
May  4,  1947 
May  4,  1947 
April  8,  1943 
Jan.  3,  1886 
April  20,  1930 
Dec.  3,  1944 
May  3,  1936 
Dec.  5,  1948 
Dec.  3,  1950 
Nov.  6,  1887 
April  17,  1949 
April  6,  1947 
May  7,  1916 
April  20,  1924 
July  <5,  1879 
April  9,  1950 
April  9,  1950 
Dec.  3, 1950 
March  /,  191 4 
May  <5,  1923 
March  I,  191 4 
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Roster    of  Members 


Mrs.  Mary  0.  Bishop 
Wendell  Bishop 
Geeske  Boekee 
Mrs.  Maria  Boekee 
William  Boekee 
Maurice  A.  Bond 
Mrs.  Mildred  Bond 
Mrs.  Grace  M.  Bosworth 
Mrs.  Alice  Boutilier 
Russell  Boutilier 
Mrs.  Florence  A.  Bowers 
El roy  H.  Bowker 
Barbara  Bowman 
Robert  Bowman 
Russell  S.  Bowman 
Mrs.  Janice  Bowman 
Mrs.  Hazel  R.  Bradford 
Mrs.  Ella  L.  Brady 
Richard  Brady 
Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Bragdon 
Mahlon  H.  Bragdon 
Charles  Brickley 
Mrs.  Lois  Brickley 
Mrs.  Suzanne  Brockert 
William  O.  Brockert 
Sadie  E.  Brookings 
Mrs.  Helen  A.  Brooks 
Lucille  E.  Brooks 
Warren  F.  Brooks 
Warren  F.  Brooks,  Jr. 
Frank  O.  Brown 
Joan  Brown 
Miss  Marion  K.  Brown 
A.  Paul  Buccheri 
Mrs.  Ella  Mae  Buccheri 
Mrs.  Elsie  G.  Buckley 
Mildred  I.  Buell 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Bullis 
Homer  M.  Bullis 
Mrs.  Belle  Burleigh 
Robert  Burleigh 
Mrs.  Mildred  A.  Burbidge 
Mrs.  Shirley  A.  Butchard 
F.  Harold  Butchman 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Butchman 
David  Butler 
Mrs.  Myrtle  A.  Butler 
Mrs.  Pauline  H.  Butler 
William  P.  Butler 
William  P.  Butler,  Jr. 


Jan.  6, 
March  27, 
April  9, 
Dec.  4, 
Dec.  4, 
April '  q, 
April  9, 
May  4, 
Jan.  2, 
Jan.  2, 
Jan.  4, 
March  27, 
April  17, 
April  6, 
Dec.  3, 
Dec.  j, 
Jan.  /, 
March  7, 
June  z8y 
May  3, 
April  20, 
Dec.  3, 
Dec.  3, 
March  23, 
March  23, 
July  6, 
Nov.  3, 
May  5, 
Nov.  3, 
May  2, 
Nov.  6, 
Dec.  5, 
May  4, 
March  28, 
March  28, 
Nov.  30, 
May  5, 
April  9, 
April  9, 
March  23, 
March  23, 
April  8, 
April  6, 
J^.  j, 
Jan.  3, 
April  //, 
May  7, 
May  4, 
May  4, 
June  /, 


1924    c  — 

T932  Mrs.  Selma  Caisse  March  28, 

/95°  Mrs.  Mary  Chandler  June  //, 

r949  Mrs.  S.  Elizabeth  Chapin  Jan.  7, 

T949  Mrs.  Muriel  Chase  April  9, 

J95°  Phillips  F.  Chase  Dec.  4, 

T95<>  Mrs.  Phillips  F.  Chase  Dec.  4, 

I941  Mrs.  Evelyn  Clark  May  /, 

T944  Mrs.  Phyllis  E.  Clark  April  20, 

J944  Miss  Virginia  Clark  April  20, 

T92°  Mrs.  Maude  F.  Clay  June  21, 

I932  Mrs.  Elva  Clifford  Dec.  7, 

1949  PAUl  Clifford  April  7, 

r947  Mrs.  Virginia  Clifford  April  7 , 

I95°  Stephen  I.  Close  March  5, 

r95°  George  Clover  Feb.  4, 

T922  Mrs.  Marion  Clover  Feb.  4, 

1920  Mrs.  Katherine  Coady  March  25, 

r944  Kempton  J.  Coady  March  25, 

J935  Mrs.  Katherine  P.  Coffin  April  7, 

T924  Melvin  H.  Coffin  April  9, 

f9S°  Mrs.  Jessie  Coffin  April  9, 

T95°  Miss  Gertrude  M.  Colburn    Nov.  4, 

/95/  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Collingham    May  6, 

I95I  Miss  Georgiana  Collins  March  5, 

l89°  John  F.  Colllns  April  17, 

194°  Mrs.  Lucy  R.  Collins  April  9, 

/9°7  Miss  Caroline  Columbia  April  17, 

T94°  George  A.  Columbia  April  17^ 

I943  Mrs.  Helen  Columbia  April  17, 

1887  Richard  Connell  June  2y 

I94$  Archie  C.  Cooper  May  4, 

/9/9  Mrs.  Nell  C.  Cooper  May  4, 

T949  Miss  Jean  Cotton  May  2, 

1948  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Coutu  April  9, 

7924  Joseph  Coutu  April  o, 

J907  Arthur  C.  Cox  April  7, 

J950  Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  Cox  April  7, 

I95°  Mrs.  Natalie  Crosby  May  3, 

r95*  Miss  Anne  Crowe  June  8, 

T95i  Frank  A.  Crowe  June  18, 

T945  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Crowe  June  /8, 

T939  Miss  Barbara  Cummings  May  20y 

T943  Mrs.  Maude  Cummings  June  24, 

T943  Mrs.  Ruth  Cummings  April  20, 

T949  Mrs.  Gra.ce  Cupples  Jan.  3, 

T933  Mrs.  Emily  L.  Curley  May  4, 

1941  Mrs.  Eunice  C.  Curtin  May  2, 

1 941  Robert  V.  Curtin  May  2, 

1947  Mrs.  Myrtle  Curtis  March  23, 
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Roster    of  Members 


—  d  — 

Kenneth  R.  Damon  Feb.  4, 
Mrs.  Vera  Elisabeth  Damon  Feb.  4, 

Lloyd  E.  Danforth  April  3, 

Mrs.  Ruth  R.  Danforth  Jan.  4, 

Miss  Isabelle  Decker  March  3, 

Miss  Eleanor  DeMeritt  May  3, 

Franklin  DeMeritt,  Jr.  Jan.  3, 

Mrs.  Lorraine  DeMeritt  April  7, 

Mrs.  Helen  H.  DeMeritt  Dec.  ?, 

Miss  Priscilla  DeMeritt  Dec.  3, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.  Derrick  March 31, 

Mrs.  George  V.  Deverell  June  27, 

Mrs.  Irene  E.  Doggett  April  9, 

Corinne  E.  Dolph  June  2y 

Donald  Dolph  June  26, 

Lawrence  Dolph  June  26, 

Mrs.  Gretchen  B.  Dolan  May  4, 

Willard  J.  Dolan  May  4, 

Willard  J.  Dolan,  Jr.  June  /, 

Miss  Gertrude  Drake  Oct.  /, 

Mrs.  Iva  Duffet  April  8, 

Edward  L.  Dummer  Jan  2y 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Duncan  April  4^ 

Miss  Jacqueline  E.  Durbin  June  2, 


I95i 
1951 
'93' 
1920 
1922 

1936 
1936 
1946 
1944 
1944 
1929 

1943 
1950 
1946 
1938 
1938 
1941 
1941 
1947 
I950 
1945 
1944 
1926 
1946 


Miss  Waneta  B.  Eastman 
Mrs.  Barbara  Edwards 
Miss  Claire  Eldridge 
Clarence  C.  Eldridge 
Mrs.  Marion  Eldridge 
Miss  Emily  Emanuelson 
Mtss  Carol  Erickson 
Mrs.  Hannah  Erickson 
Grant  Erickson 
Ralph  E.  Erickson 


Mrs.  Bessie  L.  Fairbanks 
Betty  Marie  Fairbanks 
Mrs.  Patricia  Fairbanks 
Robert  Fairbanks 
Mary  Maria  Ferguson 
Addie  B.  Finley 
Mrs.  Cynthia  K.  Fiske 
Mrs.  Margaret  A.  Fiske 
Robert  B.  Fiske 
Roy  L.  Fiske 
Thomas  F.  Fiske 


Feb.  3,  1950 
March  24,  1940 
April  9,  1950 
May  2y  1909 
April  9,  1930 
March  3,  1895 
April  6,  1947 
March  28,  1948 
March  23,  1931 
Oct.  6,  1946 


1941 
1941 


May  4. 

May  4, 
March  28,  1948 

May  5,  1935 

Nov.  5,  1905 
March  4,  1888 

Nov.  1,  1903 
March  2j,  1932 

May  /,  1927 
March  27  ^  1932 

May  6,  1883 


Mrs.  Elinore  Fitch  Dec.  3,  1948 

Lowell  E.  Fitch  Dec.  3,  1948 

Austin  Fittz,  Jr.  April  20,  1924 

Arthur  W.  FitzGerald  June  27 ,  191 5 

Myra  F.  FitzGerald  June  27,  1913 

Mrs.  Florence  M.  Flynn  April  6,  194J 

Russell  J.  Fogelin  April  17,  1949 

Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Fogelin  April  17,  1949 

Everett  L.  Ford  Nov.  29,  1923 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ford  Nov.  29,  1923 

Mrs.  Pearl  Forsberg  April  9,  1950 

Mrs.  Iola  T.  French  Jan.  6.  1924 

Rev.  Howard  D.  French  Jan.  6,  1924 

Priscilla  Ann  French  April  17,  1949 

Mrs.  Wilford  A.  French  Dec.  4,  1949 

Mrs.  Herbert  E.  Frikart  Dec.  4,  1949 

Herbert  K.  Frikart  Dec.  ^,  1949 

Mrs.  Priscilla  A.  Frikart  May  3,  1936 


Robert  A.  Garbutt  May  3,  7942 

Miss  Arlene  Gardner  April  9,  1930 

Mrs.  Eveline  Gardner  April  9,  1950 

John  H.  Gardner  June  /,  1947 

Harold  E.  Gassett  June  18,  1944 

Mrs.  Phyllis  Gassett  June  z8,  1944 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Gay  Nov.  7,  1943 

Mrs.  Alberta  Gearhart  March  23,  1931 

Dr.  Donald  F.  Gearhart  March  23,  1931 

Miss  Donna  L.  Gearhart  March  23,  1931 

Eugene  Gilbert  Feb.  5, 1930 

Mrs.  Irene  Gilbert  Feb.  5,  1930 

Miss  Barbara  Gilmore  April  6,  1947 

Mrs.  Astrid  Grady  April  4,  1926 

Albert  W.  Graham  May  3,  1923 

Mrs.  Hilda  Graham  June  29,  1941 

Mrs.  Ione  M.  Graham  April  3,  1931 

Miss  Patricia  Graham  April  17,  1949 

Sedley  Graham  June  29,  1941 

Almon  D.  Gray  Dec.  3,  1930 

Mrs.  Jean  Gray  Dec.  3,  1930 

Kenneth  H.  Gray  April  17,  1949 

Mrs.  Mary  Gray  April  17,  1949 

Harry  E.  Green  April  8,  1928 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  Greenleaf  May  /,  1938 

F.  Ernest  Griffin  May  7,  1933 

Miss  Martha  Griffin  April  6,  1947 

Mrs.  Mildred  M.  Griffin  May  7,  1933 

Mrs.  Emily  Grove  March  23,  1931 

Lawrence  R.  Grove  March  23,  1931 
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h 


Mrs.  Agnes  C.  Hadden  April  6, 

Clarence  W.  Hadden  April  6, 

Dr.  Frederick  C.  Hadden  April  6, 
Mrs.  Lillian  C.  Hadden  April  6, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Hale  April  7, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  Hale  March  28, 
E.  Pemberton  Hale  April  7, 

Paul  S.  Hale  May  3, 

Mrs.  Dorothy  R.  Hall  May  20, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  L.  Hallberg  April  6, 
Allen  D.  Hammond  April  7, 

Mrs.  Evelyn  D.  Hammond  April  7, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hamwey  May  J, 
Miss  Louise  Hamwey  Feb.  6, 

Samuel  Hamwey  April  6y 

Miss  Miriam  Hardie  Nov.  5, 

Mrs.  Hazel  Hardy  March  2, 

Mrs.  Lois  A.  Harper  April  17, 

Mrs.  Bernice  H.  Harrington  May  4, 
Norman  P.  Harrington  May  4, 

Ralph  D.  Harrington  May  4^ 

Mrs.  Adele  H.  Harris  Dec.  3, 

Leighton  G.  Harris  Dec.  3, 

Francis  C.  Harvte  May  /, 

Mrs.  Wilhelmina  N.  Harvie  May  1, 
Miss  Bessie  Hastings  May  2, 

Dana  B.  Hastings,  Jr.  May  7, 

Mrs.  Florence  A.  Hastings  Dec.  7, 
Mrs.  Emma  B.  Hatch  April  7, 

Miss  Leah  Hatch  April  17, 

Leo  E.  A.  Hatch  April  7, 

Mrs.  Melissa  Hathaway  June  4, 
Robert  E.  Hathaway  April  9, 

Mrs.  Barbara  R.  Hayes  May  4, 
Olin  W.  Hayes  Dec.  3, 

Mrs.  Alba  Hazen  June  2, 

George  T.  Hazen  June  j, 

George  T.  Hazen,  Jr.  June  3, 

Mrs.  Marguerite  E.  Hazen  June  3 , 
Robert  A.  Hazen  June  3, 

Guy  Estabrook  Heald,  Jr.  March  3/, 
Mrs.  Eva  Heefner  June  1, 

Keith  Heefner  June  /, 

Melvin  Heefner  June  /, 

Miss  Prudence  C.  Heefner  April  9, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  J.  Heinlein  May  2, 
Martin  Heinlein  April  7, 

Mrs.  Estelle  M.  Henderson  May  4, 
Sumner  D.  Hersey  April  8, 


1939 
1947 
1939 
1947 
1946 
1948 
1946 
1925 
*934 
1939 
1946 
1946 

1925 
1949 

1939 
191 1 

1937 
1949 
1941 
1941 
1941 
1950 
1950 
1938 
1938 
1937 
J933 
1947 
1946 
1949 
1946 
1950 
1950 
1941 
1950 
1946 

1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1929 

1947 
1947 
1947 
J950 
1937 
1946 
1941 
1945 


Mrs.  Marie  C.  Hersey 
Mrs.  Ina  E.  Hibbert 
W.  Gilbert  Hibbert 
Mrs.  Cora  Hill 
John  Hill,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Hill 
Oliver  B.  Hill 
Goldwin  L.  Holbrook 
Mrs.  Jessie  Holbrook 
Mrs.  Phyllis  W.  Holbrook 
Mrs.  Viola  M.  Holden 
Mrs.  Ann  Holland 
Winfield  Holland 
Charles  Holmgren  j 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Holmgren 
William  P.  Horton 
Miss  Ethel  G.  Hosmer 
Mrs.  Flora  L.  Howe 
Mrs.  Susan  A.  Howe 
Mrs.  Margaret  H.  Hughes 
Miss  Barbara  A.  Humphrey 
Bruce  A.  Humphrey 
Fred  Humphrey 
Mrs.  Mary  Humphrey 
Stanley  Humphrey 
Mrs.  Effie  M.  Hunter 
Miss  Jeanette  Hunter 
Miss  Mary  H.  Hunter 
Mrs.  Corris  M.  Hussey 
Eugene  C.  Hussey 
Miss  Phyllis  E.  Hussey 
Warren  H.  Hussey 


1 


John  Irving 

Mrs.  Laura  Irving 


Mrs.  Marjorie  Jensen 
Albert  Johnson 
Mrs.  Albert  Johnson 
Miss  Alice  R.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Anna  Johnson 
Miss  Svea  E.  Johnson 
Charles  K.  Johnson 
Miss  Edith  A.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Emily  G.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Gertrude  B.  Johnson 
Miss  Paula  A.  Johnson 
Miss  Priscilla  Johnson 


April  8,  1945 
Dec.  7,  1947 
Dec.  7,  1947 

March  j,  1895 
May  5,  1935 
April  6,  1939 
May  2,  1937 
May  2,  191 5 
May  2,  1886 
Dec.  4,  1949 

March  7,  1920 
Dec.  3,  1950 
Dec.  3,  1950 

March  28,  1948 

March  28, 1948 
April  9,  1950 

March  13,  1927 
April  8,  1945 

April  20y  1924 
May  4,  1919 
June  3,  1945 
June  3,  1945 
June  3,  1945 
June  3,  1945 

April  17,  1949 
Jan.  4,  1920 
May  2,  1909 
May  2,  1909 
May  2,  1937 
April  7,  1946 

March  24,  1940 
May  2,  1937 


Feb.  4,  1 931 
Dec.  3,  1950 


Dec.  3,  1950 
March  28,  1948 
March  28,  1948 
May  2,  191 5 
April  4,  1926 
May  7,  191 1 
March  28,  1948 
June  1946 
March  28,  1948 
April  5,  1 93 1 
June  2,  1946 
April  17,  1949 
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Mrs.  Catherine  M.  Jones  March  27,  1932 

Donald  M.  Jones  March  27,  1932 

Mrs.  Eunice  B.  Jones  April  4,  1926 

Kenneth  H.  Jones  May  22y  1944 

Mrs.  Virginia  D.  Jones  Nov.  /,  1942 

—  K  — 

Mrs.  Scotta  V.  Karaff  May  7,  1933 

Mrs.  Louise  A.  Kemp  April  20 ^  1930 

Mrs.  Marion  L.  Kennedy  Dec.  7,  1947 

Richard  H.  Kennedy  Dec.  7,  1947 

Charles  H.  Kern  March  28,  1948 

Mrs.  Margaret  N.  Kern  March  28,  1948 

George  S.  King  Dec.  3,  1930 

Mrs.  Lillian  King  Dec.  3,  1950 

Merrill  A.  Kinnear  Dec.  5, 1948 

Mrs.  Doris  Kinnear  Dec.  5,  1948 

Mrs.  Alice  Knowlton  Dec.  7,  1947 

Mrs.  Ann  E.  Krook  Dec.  4,  1949 

Russell  J.  Krook  Dec.  4,  1949 


Mrs.  Grace  Lahue 
Kenneth  Lahue 
Mrs.  Virginia  Laming 
Frederick  H.  Langhorst 
Horace  W.  Langley 
Hartley  C.  Langton 
Mrs.  Muriel  D.  Langton 
Robert  D.  Langton 
Frederick  H.  Larrabee 
Mrs.  Margaret  K.  Larrai 


Dec.  3,  1950 
Dec.  3,  1950 
May  5,  1935 
March  28,  1948 
July  2,  1899 
April  8,  1928 
April  /,  1928 
April  6,  1939 
Dec.  4,  1949 
ee  Dec.  4,  1947 


Fred  H.  Lathrop  April  20y  1924 

Mrs.  Mabel  R.  Lathrop  April  20,  1924 

Alvin  R.  Leavitt  March  7,  1915 

Arthur  C.  Leavitt  Jan.  4,  1920 

Mrs.  Bernice  E.  Leavitt  Nov.  4,  1917 

Carl  R.  Leavitt  April  3,  1931 

Carlton  R.  Leavitt  April 3 ',  1931 

Mrs.  Effie  E.  Leavitt  May  j,  1942 

Miss  Gilda  R.  Leavitt  June  26,  1938 

Howard  F.  Leavitt  March  7,  1915 

Howard  F.  Leavitt,  Jr.  April  8,  1945 

Miss  Kathleen  Leavitt  March  5,  1903 

Miss  Marilyn  E.  Leavitt  May  3,  1942 

Miss  Mary  Leavitt  April  6,  1947 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Leavitt  April  8,  1928 

Richard  A.  Leavitt  April  20,  1930 

Mrs.  Ruth  J.  Leavitt  May  5,  1935 

Walter  D.  Leavitt  May  2,  1909 

B.  Clay  Lee  March  23,  1931 

Mrs.  Minnie  Lee  March  23,  1931 

Mrs.  Rachel  M.  Leech  May  2,  1909 

Mrs.  Catherine  C.  Lewis  April  7,  1946 

George  W.  Lewis  April  7,  1946 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Lewis  April  7,  1946 

Miss  Nancy  Lewis  March  23,  1931 

David  Livingston  April  3,  193 r 

Mrs.  Janet  Livingston  April 3,  1931 

Mrs.  Pearl  LoCasale  April  9,  1930 

Thomas  LoCasale  Feb.  5,  1930 

Miss  Georgine  Lord  April  9,  1930 

Mrs.  Mildred  C.  Lord  April  9,  1930 

R.  Vincent  Lord  Apr' I  9,  1930 


THE  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT,  for  youngsters  in  the  first,  second 
and  third  grades,  meets  during  the  Sunday  morning  church  service. 
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Ralph  V.  Lord,  Jr. 
Charles  F.  Loveys 
Shirley  C.  Loveys 
Alvin  Luce 
Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Luce 
Mrs.  Helen  R.  Lupien 
Miss  Jane  Lupien 
Mrs.  Esther  F.  Lyford 
Waldo  P.  Lyford 


M  — 


April  9, 
March  23, 
March  23, 
Dec.  4, 
Dec.  4, 
May  3, 
May  2, 
April  8, 
May  2, 

April  7, 


Mrs.  Lydia  Mabee 
Mrs.  Abbie  M.  MacDonald  June  18, 
Mrs. Elizabeth  H.  MacDonald  Apr.  3. 
Mrs.  Jean  E.  MacFarland  May  20^ 
Mrs.  Marjorie  V.  Mackenzie  April 20. 


John  J.  Mackenzie 
Mrs.  Annie  C.  MacSwan 
Mrs.  Lois  E.  Maddix 
Francis  Mahard 
Francis  M.  Mahard 
Mrs.  Jean  Mahard 
Mrs.  Ruth  Mahard 
Walter  K.  Mahard 
William  Malcolm 
Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Malcolm 
Mrs.  Shirley  Maloon 
Miss  Myrtle  Markham 
Miss  Barbara  L.  Martin 
Gene  R.  Martin 
Mrs.  Harriet  Martin 
John  C.  Martin 
William  R.  Martin,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Alice  L.  Mauls  by 
Eldridge  Maulsby 
Francis  E.  McAllan 
Joseph  McAllan 
Mrs.  Marjorie  E.  McCain 
William  G.  McCain 
Robert  M.  McKenzie 
Mrs.  Anna  L.  McLean 
Mrs.  Grace  M.  McMillan 
Mrs.  May  McPartland 
Mrs.  Helen  McRobert 
Perry  P.  McRobert 
William  E.  McRobert 
Mrs.  Bertha  C.  Mead 
Mrs.  Genevieve  Merrill 
John  Merrill 
Miss  Janet  Miles 
Arthur  G.  Miller 


May  3, 
Jan.  4, 
May  4, 
May  3, 
May  2, 
May  4, 
Mayj, 
May  3, 
Dec.  7, 
Dec.  7, 
April  7, 
April  20, 
June  18, 
May  3, 
May  5, 
May  20, 
May  20, 
Dec.  4, 
Dec.  4, 
March  31, 
June  6, 
April  7, 
April  7, 
May  1, 
Mav  7, 
April  5, 
Jan.  24, 
April  20, 
May  3, 
May  /, 
June  18, 
March  23, 
March  23, 
April  17, 
Dec.  7, 


mo 

1951 
1949 
1949 
1925 
!943 
1928 
1909 

1946 
1944 
193? 
1934 
1930 
1935 
1920 
1941 

1935 
1909 
1941 

1925 
1936 

1947 
1947 
1946 
1924 
1944 
1936 
1935 
J934 
T934 
1949 
1949 
1929 
190 -) 
1946 
1946 
1938 
1933 
I931 
1943 
1924 
1936 
1927 
/943 
1951 
^951 
194') 
r947 


Frederick  G.  Miller 
Mrs.  George  C.  Miller 
Mrs.  Margaret  S.  Miller 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Miller 
Mrs.  Maud  Miller 
Winfield  Miller 
Mrs.  Harriet  B.  Mitchell 
Herbert  O.  Mitchell 
Walter  S.  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Monaghan 
Mrs.  Jessie  Montgomery 
John  M.  Montgomery 
Mrs.  John  M.  Montgomery 
Robert  E.  Montgomery 
Dr.  Beryl  Moore 
Paul  L.  Moore 
Mrs.  Jane  Moore 
Mrs.  Mabel  Moore 
Mrs.  Susie  A.  Moore 
Miss  Agnes  Morrice 
Alfred  C.  Morrill 
Mrs.  Alice  E.  Morrill 
Mrs.  Sylvia  M.  Morrill 
George  B.  Morse 
Mrs.  Phyllis  H.  Murray 
Mrs.  Grace  Myers 

—  N  — 

Donald  F.  Nelson 
Mrs.  Ebba  J.  Nelson 
Mrs.  Helene  E.  Nelson 
Walter  Nelson 
Mrs.  Bessie  Nickerson 
Wesley  Nickerson 
Adrian  Norcross 
Mrs.  Nancy  Norcross 
Miss  Dianne  Norris 
Ralph  Norris 
Miss  Edith  M.  Nutt 

—  o  - 

Edward  A.  Olson 

Mrs.  Gerda  A.  Olson 

Frank  Omerso 

Mrs.  Margaret  G.  Omerso 

Mrs.  Kathryn  Oxley 

Mr.  Richard  Oxley 


April  7,  1946 
Dec.  j,  1950 
Dec.  7,  1947 
April  7,  1946 
Jan.  4,  1920 
Jan.  4,  1920 
Jar..  6,  1924 
April  4,  1926 
Jan.  6,  1924 
April  4,  1926 
June  18,  1944 
May  3,  1936 
March  28, 1948 
June  /8,  1944 
April  20,  1930 
April  20,  1930 
March  23,  1931 
March  3,  1916 
April  20,  1930 
Dec.  3,  1950 
March  7,  1920 
Feb.  4,  1943 
March  7,  1920 
April  6,  1939 
April  4,  1926 
June  4,  1950 


Dec.  7,  1947 
May  4,  1919 
Dec.  7,  1947 
Dec.  3,  1948 
Dec.  5,  1948 
Dec.  3,  1948 
Dec.  3,  1950 
Dec.  3,  1930 
Dec.  7,  1947 
Dec.  7,  1947 
May  3,  1925 


April  6,  1939 
April  6,  1939 
Dec.  4,  1949 
Dec.  4,  1949 
April  2,  1930 
April  2,  1930 


Mrs.  Catherine  W.  Parker   April  7,  1946 
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Edwin  H.  Parkin,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Josephine  Parkin 
Edna  E.  Parmenter 
Mrs.  John  Pearce 
Donald  Peoples 
Norman  W.  Peoples 
Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Peoples 
Mrs.  Edith  W.  Perkins 
David  Perkins 
Miss  Sally  A.  Perkins 
Walter  F.  Perkins 
E.  Franklin  Perry,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Perry 
Mrs.  Katherine  Peterson 
Walter  S.  Peterson 
Mrs.  Walter  S.  Peterson 
Mrs.  Edith  T.  Pfeiffer 
Ralph  Pfeiffer 
Ralph  Pfeiffer,  Jr. 
Howard  C.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Phillips 
Edwin  E.  Phoenix 
Mrs.  Erna  S.  Plaistowe 
Harold  R.  Plaistowe 
carleton  v.  poley 
Mrs.  Vince  Poley 
Rupert  Porter 
Mrs.  Vera  Porter 
Afthur  C.  Potter 
Mrs.  Berta  Potter 
Ernest  Potter 
James  Potter 
Mrs.  James  Potter 
Miss  Marjorie  Potter 
Mrs.  Greta  Potter 
Richard  H.  Potter 
Richard  H.  Potter,  Jr. 
Robert  Potter 
Miss  Barbara  Powell 
Mrs.  Betty  Pozorpki 
Mrs.  Marion  Pratt 
Robert  Pratt 
Harold  T.  Price 
Irving  A.  Priest,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Thelma  L.  Priest 
Mrs.  Mildred  Proctor 
Mrs.  Elvie  Pulsifer 
Howard  G.  Pulsifer 
Mrs.  Myrtle  T.  Pulsifer 


April  7  ■> 

1946 

zl  pt  11  /  , 

1046 

'jfliTie  2, 

1946 

Dec .  4^ 

1949 

/t-hril  n 

/iprii  y, 

m  cn 
1  YJV 

AA nrrli  D  T 

Jy^y 

April  8, 

Dec.  4, 

T040 

April  9, 

TO  Cn 

Dec.  4) 

1949 

1949 

A/fnv  /l 
ivLuy  - j , 

I941 

Arfay  4) 

1941 

y'une  6, 

TOOO 
1  yuy 

Jan.  4, 

1920 

O  c pi .   1  y., 

I941 

/l  pr  II  ^rC, 

I924 

/2 pi  I  I  £?\J, 

1924 

I935 

AA nv  A 
i vi ay  /j. , 

1 94I 

"Jan.  4i 

1 920 

April  4, 

I926 

Dec.  7, 

104-7 

Dec.  7, 

1947 

Feb.  4, 

1951 

Feb.  4, 

I95I 

April  6, 

J947 

April  6, 

J947 

May  2, 

J943 

Dec.  j, 

1950 

Dec.  3, 

J95o 

Dec.  4, 

1949 

Dec.  4, 

1949 

April  20, 

1924 

March  7, 

1920 

Jan.  7, 

1917 

April  6, 

J947 

April  77, 

1949 

Dec.  3, 

I95° 

May  20, 

/934 

Dec.  3, 

1950 

Dec.  3, 

z95o 

Jan.  7, 

1917 

Dec.  5, 

1948 

May  20, 

J934 

April  7, 

1946 

May  20, 

J934 

May  4, 

1919 

May  2, 

1886 

Q- 


Dyke  L.  Quackenbush  May  2,  1909 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Quackenbush  May  6,19/7 


Miss  Mary  T.  Quackenbush 
Platt  A.  Quackenbush 
Alfred  Quast 
Mrs.  Evelyn  S.  Quast 
Wentworth  Quast 

—  R  — 

Mrs.  Arthur  E.  Ramsdell 
Miss  Barbara  J.  Ramsdell 
John  L.  Ramsdell 
Virginia  E.  Ramsdell 
Miss  Bertha  Randall 
Thomas  W.  Reilly 
Mrs.  Thomas  Reilly 
Mrs.  Bertha  Rice 
Miss  Flora  B.  Rice 
Frederic  M.  Rice 
Mrs.  Ethel  Riker 
Miss  Linda  J.  Roberts 
Mrs.  Ruth  Roberts 
Donald  G.  Robertson 
Mrs.  Lauretta  Robertson 
Lloyd  Robertson 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Robie 
John  Robie 
Arthur  W.  Robinson 
Beverly  G.  Robinson 
Charles  F.  Robinson 
Miss  Gertrude  Robinson 
Mrs.  Mabel  Robinson 
Miss  Mary  Robinson 
Mrs.  Mary  G.  Robinson 
Mrs.  Phyllis  T.  Robinson 
Reginald  G.  Robinson 
Reginald  G.  Robinson,  Jr. 
Walter  B.  Robinson 
Mrs.  Amelia  M.  Rogers 
Mrs.  Charles  W.  Rogers 
George  M.  Rogers 
Harrison  H.  Rogers 
Mrs.  Lydia  W.  Rogers 
Miss  Mary  Lee  Rogers 
Mrs.  Lana  J.  Rowe 
Dr.  Leonard  B.  Rowe 
Orville  J.  Ruid 
Mrs.  Fanny  C.  Ruid 
Mrs.  Clara  R.  Russell 


Nov.  6,  1904 
April  8,  1945 
May  7,  1933 
May  7,  1933 
May  7,  1933 


May  2, 

1943 

May  4, 

1941 

May  2, 

^943 

May  2, 

1943 

March  4, 

1883 

June  18, 

1944 

Oct.  4, 

1942 

April  20, 

1924 

March  4, 

1883 

May  7, 

1916 

May  4, 

1941 

April  8, 

1945 

Nov.  1, 

1903 

May  4, 

1941 

Feb.  4, 

1951 

May  5, 

1935 

June  4, 

r95o 

June  4, 

1950 

Nov.  18, 

1894 

March  24, 

1940 

July  6, 

1890 

April  8, 

1928 

March  1, 

1885 

Jan.  3, 

1897 

April  8, 

1928 

April  7, 

1946 

March  4, 

1917 

May  3, 

1942 

Jan.  6, 

1924 

Dec.  7, 

1947 

Oct.  4, 

1942 

May  2, 

1937 

Dec.  7, 

1947 

May  2, 

1937 

April  6, 

1947 

Nov.  7, 

1920 

Nov.  7, 

1920 

June  2, 

1946 

June  2, 

1946 

March  3, 

1889 
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Roster    of  Members 


Robert  T.  Russell 
Theodore  F.  Russell 


Albert  A.  Sanborn 
Mrs.  Alice  L.  Sanborn 
David  M.  Sanborn 
Richard  Sanborn 
Miss  Barbara  Sanders 
George  L.  Sanders 
Mrs.  Judith  Sanders 
Miss  Judith  Sanders 
Mrs.  Fannie  D.  Sanford 
Floyd  V.  Sanford 
Mrs.  Barbara  Saunders 
Vincent  Saunders 
Mrs.  Dorothy  E.  Sawyer 
Ronald  Sawyer 
Donald  S.  Scheufele 
George  F.  Severance 
Mrs.  Anna  Severance 
Ernest  L.  Shaffer 
Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Shaffer 
Mrs.  Lois  P.  Shannon 
Mrs.  Erma  Sheley 
Leroy  Sheley 
Clifton  E.  Sias 
Mrs.  Jean  Sims 
John  Sinclair 
Miss  June  Sinclair 
William  B.  Sinclair 
Mrs.  William  B.  Sinclair 
Mrs.  Marylen  H.  Small 
Miss  Ruth  Smith 
Mrs.  Doris  M.  Somersall 
Richard  Somersall 
Ruth  H.  Somersall 
Mrs.  Virginia  Somersall 
W7.  Warren  Somersall 
Miss  Barbara  J.  Squire 
Mrs.  Clara  R.  Squire 
Wallace  J.  Squire 
Wallace  J.  Squire,  Jr. 
Miss  Gertrude  Stevens 
Mrs.  Helen  Stevens 
Mrs.  Doris  Stimson 
Miss  Dorothy  Stocker 
Mrs.  Maude  Stocker 
Miss  Barbara  Storey 
Frank  Storey 


May  /,  1927 
Jan.  3,  1886 


Nov.  29 
Nov.  29 
May  3 
April  17 
April  17 
April  17 
April  17 
April  17 
Feb.  4, 
Feb.  4 
Bee.  3 
Bee.  3 
June  29 
Dee.  3 
May  3 
April  7, 
Jan.  4, 
Dec.  4 
Dec.  4, 
May  4 
Dec.  7 
Dec.  7, 
April  4. 
May  1 
April  9 
June  18 
Jan.  3 
Jan.  3 
May  5 
Dec.  7 
May  3 
March  28 
April  5 
March  28. 
April  4 
April  17 
April  17 
April  17 
April  17 
March  7 
April  4 
June  27, 
April  5 
April  5 
April  9 
April  9 


1925 
1925 
1942 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1951 
*95i 
1950 
1950 
1941 
1950 
1942 
1946 
1920 
1949 
1949 
1941 
1947 
1947 
1926 

1938 
1950 
1944 

1943 
J943 
T935 
1947 
1907 
1948 
I931 


1926 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1886 
1926 
1915 
1931 
193^ 
I950 
1950 


Mrs.  Harriet  Store-v 
Richard  Strachan 
Mrs.  Virginia  Strachan 
Mrs.  Isabelle  Suttill 
Mrs.  Lois  Swanson 
Mrs.  Esmah  E.  Swenson 
John  Swenson 
Mrs.  Maria  S.  Swenson 
O.  Edwin  Swenson 
Henry  Szretter 
Mrs.  Loretta  Szretter 

—  T  — 

Mrs.  Bertha  H.  Taft 
Mrs.  Emily  Talbot 
Geoffrey  A.  Talbot 
Dr.  Herbert  S.  Talbot 
Alexander  Tattrie 
Mrs.  Della  Tattrie 
Edwin  A.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Hazel  B.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Elsie  P.  Teshu 
Miss  Emily  B.  Teshu 
John  Teshu 

Mrs.  Barbara  A.  Thomas 
William  H.  Thomas 
Harold  E.  Thompson,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Harold  E.  Thompson, 
Wesley  B.  Thompson 
Harrison  M.  Thorpe 
Mrs.  Ruth  L.  Thorpe 
Carl  K.  Thorsen,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Evelyn  M.  Thorsen 
Mrs.  Carl  K.  Thorsen,  Jr 
Mrs.  Una  Rae  Thrasher 
Mrs.  Helen  Tiller 
Rev.  Paul  D.  Tiller 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Tipton 
Frank  B.  Tipton 
Miss  Eleanor  Tozer 
Mrs.  Alice  S.  Tozer 
Miss  June  Tozer 
Wilfred  Tozer 
William  Tozer 
Mrs.  Irene  Tyler 
Richard  Tyler 


April  9, 
Dec.  3, 
Dec.  3, 
May  3, 
May  2, 
March  3/, 
Jan.  2, 
Jan.  2, 
Jan.  4, 
Feb.  6, 
Feb.  6, 


1950 
1950 
■T95o 
1925 
1937 
1929 
1921 
1921 
1920 
1949 
1949 


March  /,  191 4 
Dec.  5,  1948 
Dec.  3,  1948 
Dec.  5,  1948 
April  9,  1930 
April  9,  1930 
March  27,  1932 
May  3,  191 4 
April  20 \  1930 
May  3,  1942 
April  20,  1930 
Dec.  S,  1948 
Dec.  5, 1948 
Dec.  4,  1949 
Jr.  Dec.  4,1949 
March  13,  1927 
Feb.  4,  1945 
Feb.  4,  1945 
Dec.  4,  1949 
Jan.  6,  1924 
.      Dec.  4,  1949 
April  9,  1944 
Feb.  <?,  1947 
Feb.  2,  1947 
April  17,  1949 
April  17,  1949 
Dec.  j,  1950 
Dec.  j,  1930 
Dec.  j,  1950 
Dec.  3,  1950 
Dec.  3,  1950 
June  4,  1950 
June  4,  1950 


—  u  — 

Mrs.  Edith  C.  Underwood  Jan.  7,  1906 
Frank  E.  Underwood  Sept.  7,  1890 


Roster    of  Members 


—  v- 

Miss  Christine  A.  Vance 
Gale  L.  Vance 
Mrs.  Olive  H.  Vance 
William  H.  Vance 
Miss  Donalda  Veale 
Mrs.  I.  Evelyn  Veale 
Mrs.  Maxine  Vincent 

-w- 

Fred  C.  Wagg,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Ruth  Wagg 
Mrs.  Imogen  Wagner 
William  L.  Wagner 
Mrs.  Minnie  Waite 
R.  Arnold  Wakelin,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Florence  Walker 
Miss  Ruth  Walker 
Barton  D.  Wallace 


June  2,  1946 
May  7,  1938 
May  1,  1938 
May  7,  1938 
Dec.  5,  194.8 
Dec.  5,  1948 
May  4,  1947 


Dec.  3,  1950 
Dec.  3,  1950 
April  9,  1950 
April  9,  1950 
Dec.  7,  1947 
June  /8,  1944 
March  7,  191 3 
May  7,  1938 
April  77,  1949 


Mrs.  Barton  D.  Wallace  April  77,  1949 

Mrs.  Miriam  Wanecek  Dec.  4,  1949 

Charles  W.  Warman  March  28,  1948 

Mrs.  Marion  Warman  May  3,  191 4 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Weatherby  April 5,  1931 

Miss  Betty  Jane  Webb  May  2,  1943 

Mrs.  Blanche  C.  Webb  May  2,  1943 

Earl  B.  Webb  May  2,  1943 

Mrs.  Paulina  Wells  May  7,  1938 

Robert  Wells  April  77,  1949 

Mrs.  Violet  A.  Wells  May  2,  1937 

William  L.  Wells  May  2,  1937 

Forrest  A.  Wentworth  April  4,  1926 

Leigh  A.  Wentworth  May  3,  1936 

E.  Melville  Westgate  April  7,  1946 

Mrs.  Ruth  Westgate  April  7,  1946 

Albert  L.  Wteston  Dec.  7,  1947 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Weston  Dec.  7,  1947 

Mrs.  Alice  L.  Whalen  April 3 ,  1931 

Gordon  L.  Whalen  Feb.  4,  1943 

Mrs.  Alma  Wharton  Dec.  4,  1949 

Robert  Wharton  Dec.  4,  1949 

Dr.  John  Wheeler  March  23,  1931 

Mrs.  Virginia  Wheeler  March  23, 1931 

Andrew  E.  White  April  6,  1939 

John  White  April  6,  1947 

Loring  White  March  28 y  1948 

Mrs.  Ralph  White  March  28,  1948 

Miss  Barbara  Whitledge  April  17,  1949 

Mrs.  Anita  Whitney  May  4, 1941 

Howard  F.  Whitney  Jan.  6,  1895 


Miss  Nellie  A.  Whitney 
Robert  F.  Whitney 
Harold  W.  Whittier 
Mrs.  Isa  Whittier 
Marion  E.  Whittier 
Arthur  Wigglesworth 


Jan.  7,  1893 
March  28,  1948 
Dec.  4,  1949 
May  5,  1907 
March  27 ',  1932 
June  18,  1944 


Mrs.  Beatrice  Wigglesworth  April 6,1947 
Mrs.  C.  Isabelle  Wigglesworth 

June  /8,  1944 
Miss  Claudia  C.  Wigglesworth 

April  8,  1945 

Mrs.  Grace  Wignot  Jan.  5,  1936 

Jackson  E.  Wignot  March  31,  1929 

Joseph  T.  Wignot,  Jr.  April  20,  1924 

Norman  R.  Wild  Dec.  7,  1947 

Mrs.  Ruth  K.  Wild  Dec.  7,  1947 

Mrs.  Barbara  Wilkinson  March  28,  1948 
Gerald  Wilkinson  March  28,  1948 

Allen  J.  Williams,  Jr.  May  5,  1933 

Mrs.  Dorothy  P.  Williams  May  2,  1943 
Mrs.  Edmonia  Williams  Dec.  3,  1950 

Mrs.  Florence  Williams  April  20,  1924 
Leroy  Williams  May  2,  1943 

Mrs.  Ethel  Wilson  May  6,  1923 

Melvin  S.  Wilson  April  8,  1928 

Mrs.  Gladys  Wincafraw  May  4,  191 9 
David  W.  Wood  Dec.  3,  1948 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  Wood  Dec.  3,  1948 
E.  Davis  Woodbury  April  8,  1943 

Mrs.  Corinne  Woodbury  Jan.  6,  1918 
Miss  Carol  Woods  April  17,  1949 

Clarence  A.  Woods  May  /,  1927 

Mrs.  Doris  B.  Woods  March  27,  1932 
Fred  S.  Woods  April  8,  1928 

Mrs.  Marion  C.  Woods  April  8,  1928 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Woods  May  7,  1938 

Mrs.  Carolyn  Wormwood  May  3,  1942 
Mrs.  Bertha  F.  Wright  Jan.  1,  1882 

Burton  W.  Wright  Jan.  7,  1922 

Mrs.  Dorothy  H.  Wright  April  9,  1944 
Earl  F.  Wright  Feb.  4, 1951 

Ernest  A.  Wright  April  9,  1944 

Mrs.  Harriet  Wright  Jan.  3,  1886 

Mrs.  Viola  Wright  Jan.  7,  1922 


-  Y-Z 

Kathleen  W.  Young 
Mrs.  Freida  Young 
H.  Raymond  Zayotti 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Zayotti 


April  20,  1930 
May  6,  1917 
Feb.  4,  1945 
Feb.  4,  1943 
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When  The  Bells  Toll 

Three  hundred  years  have  now  gone  by 
Since  Eliot  lifted  face  to  sky 
To  bless  the  hills  that  met  his  search 
And  build  within  this  town  a  church. 

Today,  a  tower  of  rock  and  prayer 

Looks  out  upon  the  village  square, 

Facing  South  to  Natick  wood 

Where  first  the  timid  red  man  stood, 

Settled,  hunted  and  turned  the  sod 

While  Eliot  brought  him  a  friend  named  God. 

Centuries  three  a  people  prayed, 
Fought  wars  and  fire  and  cannonade. 
Yea,  many  roofs  this  church  has  known, 
Brick  on  brick,  and  stone  on  stone, 
Climbing  skyward,  higher,  higher; 
Graceful  symbol,  vane-tipped  spire. 

Now  when  bells  toll  from  this  steeple 
Friendly  elm  trees  gently  nod. 
Here's  a  church  made  strong  by  people, 
And  a  people  made  strong  by  God. 

 L.G.H. 
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CREDITS 


The  history  of  the  Church  in  this  booklet  was  compiled  by 
Frank  M.  Bishop.  All  photographs  were  taken  especially  for 
the  booklet  by  Kenneth  H.  Gray.  Considerable  editorial 
assistance  was  rendered  by  Arthur  W.  Robinson.  The  booklet 
was  printed  by  the  Lincoln  &  Smith  Press  of  Boston ,  with  the 
brick-red  cover  symbolizing  the  brick  construction  of  our 
present  building. 

Members  of  the  300th  Anniversary  Committee:  Wm. 
Francis  Bigelow,  Frank  M.  Bishop,  Myra  FitzGerald, 
Leighton  G.  Harris,  E.  Frank  Perry,  Richard  H.  Potter, 
Edwin  Swenson  and  Reverend  Paul  Tiller. 
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